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Foreign Policy and Human Rights in Turkey 
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Soner Cagaptay 
Director of the Turkish Research Program at The Washington Institute 

He has written extensively on U.S.-Turkish relations, Turkish domestic politics, and Turkish 
nationalism. He has been a regular columnist for Turkey's oldest and most influential English-
language paper, and a contributor to CNN. He appears regularly on Fox News, CNN, NPR, 
BBC, and CNN-Turk. His latest book was published in September 2019. His books have been 
translated into Turkish, Italian, Greek, and Croatian.  

 

Deniz Yuksel  
Turkey Advocacy Specialist at Amnesty International 

Previously, she conducted research on Turkish foreign policy in the Middle East, U.S.-Turkey 
relations, Turkey’s domestic politics, refugees, human rights, and religious freedom at the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Foundation for Defense of Democracies, Middle East 
Institute, and the Turkish Industry and Business Association (TÜSİAD). Prior to that, she 
designed and taught a human rights education course in partnership with the Mother Child 
Education Foundation (AÇEV) in Istanbul, Turkey. 


