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Witness Biographies 

 

Teresa Ribeiro 

Representative on Freedom of the Media, Organization for Security and Cooperation in 

Europe 

Teresa Ribeiro, of Portugal, is the fifth OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media. She has 

vast political, diplomatic, human rights and media experience. 

Prior to this position, she was Secretary of State of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Portugal, while serving as President of the National Commission 

for Human Rights. 

She was also Secretary of State for European Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Portugal and Deputy Secretary General at the Union for the Mediterranean, positions that gave 

her extensive experience in dealing with the EU institutions and Member States, as well as with 

its close neighborhood. 

Throughout her career, Teresa Ribeiro has held different positions in media, both in Portugal and 

in multilateral organizations, such as President of the Institute of the Media of Portugal, 

President of the Steering Committee on Mass Media of the Council of Europe, and also Co-

founder and first elected President of the Executive Board of Obercom – Media Observatory. 

She holds a degree in Philosophy from the University of Lisbon. 

 

Robert Mahoney 

Deputy Executive Director, Committee to Protect Journalists 

Robert Mahoney joined CPJ in August 2005 as senior editor and became CPJ’s deputy director 

in January 2007. He has worked as a journalist in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. He 

reported on politics and economics for Reuters news agency from Brussels and Paris in the late 

1970s, and from Southeast Asia in the early 1980s. Mahoney covered South Asia from Delhi for 

three years from 1985, reporting on the aftermath of Indira Gandhi’s assassination, the civil war 

in Sri Lanka, and the fallout from the Soviet presence in Afghanistan.  



In 1988, he became Reuters bureau chief for West and Central Africa, based in the Ivory Coast 

and spending considerable time in Liberia covering the civil war. He served as Reuters Jerusalem 

bureau chief from 1990 to 1997, directing print and, later, television coverage of the Palestinian 

intifada, the Iraqi missile attacks on Israel, the Oslo peace process, and the assassination of 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.  

Mahoney worked as chief correspondent in Germany from 1997 to 1999 before moving to 

London to become news editor of politics and general news for Europe, Africa, and the Middle 

East. In 2004, he taught journalism for the Reuters Foundation in the Middle East, and worked as 

a consultant for Human Rights Watch. 

 

Jamie Fly 

President and Chief Executive Officer, RadioFreeEurope/RadioLiberty 

Jamie Fly resumed his leadership of RFE/RL as President and Chief Executive Officer on 

February 16, 2021, following his reappointment by the RFE/RL Board of Directors. Fly was first 

named RFE/RL President and Chief Executive Officer on July 10, 2019, effective August 1, 

2019. Prior to his appointment, Fly served as a senior fellow, co-director of the Alliance for 

Security Democracy, and director of the Future of Geopolitics and Asia programs at The German 

Marshall Fund of the United States. He served as counselor for Foreign and National Security 

Affairs to Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) from 2013-17, serving as his foreign policy advisor 

during his presidential campaign. Prior to joining Senator Rubio’s staff in February 2013, he 

served as the executive director of the Foreign Policy Initiative (FPI) from its founding in early 

2009. Prior to joining FPI, Fly served in the Bush administration at the National Security Council 

(2008-09) and in the Office of the Secretary of Defense (2005-08). His articles and reviews have 

been published in a wide variety of outlets in the United States and Europe. For his work in the 

Department of Defense, he was awarded the Office of the Secretary of Defense Medal for 

Exceptional Public Service. Fly received a B.A. in international studies and political science 

from American University and an M.A. in German and European studies from Georgetown 

University. 

 

Peter Pomerantsev 

Director of Arena Program and Senior Fellow, Johns Hopkins University 

Peter Pomerantsev is a Senior Fellow at the SNF Agora Institute at Johns Hopkins University 

where he co-directs the Arena Initiative. 

Between 2017-2020, he was a Senior Fellow at the London School of Economics and Political 

Science where he was the director of the Arena Initiative, a research project dedicated to 

overcoming the challenges of digital era disinformation and polarisation. His book on Russian 

propaganda, Nothing is True and Everything is Possible, won the 2016 Royal Society of 



Literature Ondaatje Prize and was nominated for the Samuel Johnson, Guardian First Book, 

Pushkin House and Gordon Burns Prizes. It is translated into over a dozen languages and was 

dramatized on BBC Radio 4. His new book, This is Not Propaganda, was released in August 

2019 and has been shortlisted for the Gordon Burns Prize and was a Times Book of the Year. 

Peter has testified on the challenges of information war and media development to the U.S. 

House Foreign Affairs Committee, U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the UK 

Parliament Defense Select Committee. He was a specialist advisor on the ‘UK Parliamentary 

Committee on Fake News’, and was a member of USC Annenberg’s ‘Transatlantic Working 

Group on Internet Content Moderation and Freedom of Expression. He is a columnist at the 

American Interest, and writes for publications including the NY Times, Granta and The Atlantic. 

Between 2002 and 2014 he was a television producer on documentaries and factual 

entertainment programs for major networks including the Discovery Channel and the BBC. He 

continues to present and write radio documentaries for the BBC Radio 4, most recently on 

disinformation about climate change. 

Peter is frequently asked to host policy seminars at NATO, the EU, the UK FCO, German 

Foreign Office, U.S. State Department, as well as numerous public events. He has helped write 

in-depth policy recommendations on counter-propaganda and media diversity for both national 

governments and NGOs, including the UK Foreign Office’s Strategic Communication policies 

for Russia and the Western Balkans.’ He has given seminars and talks on the subject of 

propaganda and media at universities including Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, Columbia and 

Princeton. He has been a fellow of the Institute for Human Sciences, Vienna. 


