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The Transatlantic Minority Political Leadership Conference has 
taken place annually at the headquarters of the European Parlia-
ment in Brussels since the seminal Black European Summit (BES): 
Transatlantic Dialogue on Political Inclusion, held in 2009.  The 
events focus on Black and ethnic minority political participation in 
Europe and North America.  This year’s Conference focused on the 
social and political inclusion of ethnic and racial minority popula-
tions in Europe and the United States.  Participants considered the 
adoption of an EU-U.S. Joint Strategy on Racial and Ethnic Equality, 
similar to current United States’ initiatives with Brazil and Colombia 
that address issues of inequality and discrimination. 

1:00 – 2:15 pm Welcome Lunch 

Speakers:  

The Honorable Hannes Swoboda MEP, Socialist &Democrats Group 
The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Claude Moraes, MEP, Socialist &Democrats Group 
 

2:30 – 4:15 pm Parliamentary Forum:  

Including Diversity on the Transatlantic Agenda: The case for a  

EU-U.S. Joint Strategy on Racial and Ethnic Equality and Inclusion  

 

Forum Chairs:  

The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives  

The Honorable Peter Skinner, Member of the European Parliament  

 

Special Remarks:  

Maciej Popowski, Deputy Secretary General, European External Action Service  

 

Witnesses:  

Ioannis Dimitrakopoulos, Head of Equality and Citizens' Rights Department, 

European Union Fundamental Rights Agency  

Zakiya Carr Johnson, Sr. Advisor, Race, Ethnicity, and Social  Inclusion Unit,  

U.S. Department of State  

Anders B. Johnsson, Secretary General, Inter-Parliamentary Union  

 
4:30 – 6:30 pm Are We Being Served? Minorities at the Decision-making Table  

Session Chairs:  

The Honorable Barbara Lee, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives  

The Honorable Glyn Ford, former Member of the European Parliament  

 

Speakers:  

Cornell Belcher, President, Brilliant Corners Research and Strategies, U.S.  

The Honorable Nura Ismailovski, Zagreb City Council, Croatia  

The Honorable Said el Khadraoui, Member of the European Parliament  

The Honorable David Lammy, Member of Parliament, United Kingdom  

The Honorable Vivienne Poy, Member of the Senate of Canada  

Moderator: Rokhaya Diallo, Journalist, France  

6:30 – 7:30 pm Awards Ceremony  

Honoring the 2011 International Year for People of African Descent 

Remarks:  

The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives  

The Honorable Gregory Meeks, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives  

The Honorable George Pau-Langevin, Member of Parliament, France  

Agenda 

Overview 



Parliamentary Forum  

Including Diversity on the Transatlantic Agenda: 

The case for a EU-U.S. Joint Strategy  on  

Racial and Ethnic Equality and Inclusion  

Page 3 

The Parliamentary Forum focused on an EU-U.S. equality and inclusion strategy, 

potentially modeled after existing  bilateral 'Joint Action Plans' the U.S. 

maintains with Brazil and Colombia focused on eliminating racial 

discrimination and inequality.  The Forum was prompted by a 2010 EU-U.S. 

Summit affiliated European Parliament Resolution calling for a dialogue 

between governments on greater tolerance and respect for diversity. Panelists 

reviewed the situation of racial and ethnic minorities in Europe, including 

political participation and provided an overview of existing U.S. Action Plans.  

Inter-Parliamentary Union Secretary General Johnsson maintained that any EU-

U.S. plan must include a focus on minority political participation, especially in 

national Parliaments, while External Action Deputy Secretary General Popowski 

noted a plan would assist in complying with international human rights norms.  

EU Fundamental Rights Agency Head, Mr. Dimitrakopoulos relayed disturbing 

statistics on the situation of ethnic minorities and migrants and raised the 

importance of active citizenship for these populations.  U.S. State Department 

Sr. Advisor Carr-Johnson highlighted current successes between the U.S. and 

Latin America plans and their applicability to Europe.  Conference participants 

supported incorporating any new strategy with Roma inclusion efforts that were 

being discussed in the European Union and the need for minorities to be 

involved in the development and implementation of strategies, noting the need 

for the creation of minority thinktanks.  U.S. Representative Hastings 

commented, “Too often have governments done things to us rather than with 

us.” At the conclusion of the Conference, Conference participants called for the 

U.S. State Department and the European Commission to adopt a Joint Action 

Plan.   
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Minority legislators compared and contrasted the social and political situation of racial 

and ethnic minorities and migrants in North America and Europe based upon their experi-

ences.  All speakers noted the underrepresentation of minorities in government at national 

and other levels in their countries, which impacted access to quality education, employ-

ment, and other resources.  Existing government programs to improve the situation of 

minorities were found to be largely ineffective, in part due to poor implementation and 

underfunding. An absence of minority legislators who could support such measures and 

waning political will were cited as additional reasons for these efforts being unsuccessful.  

Canada’s first Asian Senator, Vivienne Poy extolled Canada’s social integration methods 

for migrants allowing them to excel in some areas, while noting the lack of diversity in the 

Canadian Parliament and the need for reforms in the electoral process.  Belgian MEP El 

Khadraoui of Moroccan descent noted that only 4% of candidates were of a foreign back-

ground in a recent election in the Flanders region, despite 30% of the population being 

foreign born and having high unemployment rates that warranted political action.  U.K. 

parliamentarian, David Lammy of Black Caribbean origin noted the need for strategies 

from minorities to increase pressure on traditional political parties to adopt beneficial 

policies for their communities, including strengthening education.  Both Lammy and El 

Khadraoui highlighted Europe’s growing class of inter-racial youth and its impact on Euro-

pean identities.  Zagreb City Councilwoman of Croatia, Ms. Ismailovski reflected on her 

journey as the first Romani woman to graduate from University and be elected.  She la-

mented the lack of clear and measurable actions for the Roma community compared to five 

years ago in the face of the recession.  African-American pollster, Cornell Belcher detailed 

the power of minority voters in winning U.S. elections, but noted the current failure of U.S. 

political parties to reach out to them and support policies benefiting their communities.  

Panel Chair, U.S. Representative Barbara Lee offered closing remarks where she spoke of 

challenges in her work leading the U.S. Congressional Black Caucus to address racial dis-

parities in the United States.  She also noted her entry into politics via a Congressional 

fellowship and the need for similar professional development opportunities for minorities 

throughout the transatlantic space.  Former U.K. MEP Glyn Ford raised concerns with 

growing racist and xenophobic political parties in Europe that were rolling back gains for 

minorities.   

Panel Discussion:  

Are We Being Served?: Minorities at the Decision-making Table 



For the third year, prior to the Conference, U.S. Congressional minority staffers and 

interns participated in an exchange with the European Parliament’s Socialists & 

Democrats Group.  In addition to meetings with European counterparts and party 

leaders, this year’s program included attendance at a Foreign Affairs Committee 

meeting, where EU High Representative Catherine Ashton spoke about the EU’s 

Libya strategy, an S&D Group meeting focused on plans to create a code of conduct 

to fight corruption in Parliament, and a book launch entitled, Roma: A European 

Minority, the Challenge of Diversity Inclusion.  
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The 2011 International Year for People of African Descent aims at strengthening 

national actions and regional and international cooperation for the benefit of 

people of African descent in relation to their full enjoyment of economic, cultural, 

social, civil and political rights, their participation and integration in all political, 

economic, social and cultural aspects of society, and the promotion of a greater 

knowledge of and respect for their diverse heritage and culture.    

In honor of the 2011 International Year for People of African Descent, Dorothy 

Height of the United States and Edouard Glissant of France received Posthumous 

recognition for their work to advance minority political participation presented 

by U.S. Representative Gregory Meeks and French Parliamentarian George Pau-

Langevin. 

“I believe we hold in our hands the power once again to shape not only our own 

but the nation's future -- a future that is based on developing an agenda that 

radically challenges limitations in our economic development, educational 

achievement and political empowerment.”  - Dorothy Height 

Awards Ceremony  
Honoring the 2011 International Year for People of African Descent  

Minority Staff Exchange 
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For the first time, affiliated Conference events took place over the weekend during the 

German Marshall Fund of the United States’ Brussels Forum—an annual high-level 

meeting of North American and European political, corporate, and intellectual leaders 

focused on transatlantic cooperation on global challenges.  In an off-the-record discus-

sion, Congressman Alcee L. Hastings, former Dutch Parliamentarian Fadime Orgu and 

pollster Mr. Cornell Belcher discussed changing demographics and the role of minority 

politicians and electorates in current policy debates amidst growing tensions surround-

ing national identity, immigration, and national security in the United States and 

Europe.  Questions explored included:  How race and ethnicity impact politics?  If 

demographic changes fuel far-right and conservative policies?  How can increased mi-

nority political participation strengthen our democracies? 

GMF Brussels Forum Night Owl Session: 
Demographic Shifts and Minority Political Representation 



Page 7 



We would like to thank all participants for their contribution in helping to make the event a success: Mr. Cornell 

Belcher-Brilliant Corners Research & Strategies; Ms. Lora Berg-Department of State; Dr. Allison Blakely-Boston 

University; Ms. Zakiya Carr Johnson-Sr. Advisor, Department of State; Ms. Dimitria Clayton-State Chancellery, 

State of North Rhine-Westphalia; Ms. Anna Colombo-Secretary General, Socialists & Democrats Group Secre-

tariat; Mr. Peter J. Croll-Bonn International Center for Conversion (BICC); Mr. Harlem Desir- MEP, S & D Group; 

Ms. Rokhaya Diallo-Journalist; Ms. Seynabou Dia; Mr. Reda Didi-Graines de France; Mr. Alain Dolium-French 

Democratic Movement; Mr. Ioannis Dimitrakopoulos-European Union Fundamental Rights Agency; Mr. Said El 

Khadraoui- MEP, S&D Group; Mr. Ioan Enciu, MEP, S&D Group; Mr. Glyn Ford -Political Intelligence; Ms. Aure-

lie Ganga-The European Diversity Caucus; Ms. Adrianne George-Black Women in Europe Blog and Social Net-

work; Ms. Domenica Ghidei-The Netherlands Equal Treatment Commissioner; Dr. Terri Givens-University of 

Texas at Austin; Mr. Alcee L. Hastings-Member of the U.S. Congress, Commission on Security and Cooperation in 

Europe; Ms. Nura-Ismailovski-Councilwoman, Zagreb City Council; Mr. Anders Johnsson-Secretary General, 

Inter-Parliamentary Union; Ms. Brenda King-European Commission; Mr. David Lammy-MP, United Kingdom; 

Ms. Barbara Lee-Member of the U.S. Congress; Mr. Gregory Meeks-Member of the U.S. Congress; Mr. Claude 

Moraes-MEP, S&D Group; Dr. Lorenzo Morris-Howard University; Ms. Joyce Naar-ACP Civil Society Forum; Ms. 

George Pau-Langevin-Member of the French National Assembly; Ms. Randianina Peccoud-U.S. Embassy Paris; 

Senator Vivienne Poy-Member of the Canadian Senate; Peter Skinner- MEP, S&D Group; Mr. Paul Stafford-The 

German Marshall Fund of the U.S.; Mr. Hannes Swoboda- MEP, S&D Group; Mr. Wouter Van Bellingen-Stadhuis 

Sint-Niklaas.  We would also like to thank the following people for their assistance in the work of the Conference 

and Report: Dr. Emmanuelle Le Texier of the staff of the Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and De-

mocrats in the European Parliament, Mr. Alex Johnson and Dr. Mischa Thompson of the staff of the Commission 

on Security and Cooperation in Europe, and Ms. Naakoshie Mills of Howard University, intern, Group of the 

Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats. 

For additional information, please contact:  

 

 
 

 

Dr. Mischa Thompson 
Commission on Security and  

Cooperation in Europe 
234 Ford House Office Building 

3rd and D St. NW 
Washington DC 20515 

Tel: 202-225-190|Fax: 202-226-4199   

www.csce.gov 

Dr. Emmanuelle Le Texier  
Group of the Progressive Alliance of 

Socialists & Democrats 

in the European Parliament 

European Parliament 

Rue Wiertz 60 

B-1047 Bruxelles 

T +32 2 284 2111/F +32 2 230 6664 

www.socialistgroup.eu  


