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Human Rights and Democracy in a Time of Pandemic

Reviewing OSCE Commitments and Recent Developments during the

Coronavirus Outbreak

The outbreak of the novel coronavirus pandemic
has prompted governments around the world to
take extraordinary measures in the interest of pub-
lic health and safety. As of early April, nearly two-
thirds of the 57 participating States of the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe had
declared “states of emergency” or invoked similar
legal measures in response to the crisis.! Often such
measures have enabled governments to enact large-
scale social distancing policies and suspend eco-
nomic activity to save lives and preserve the capac-
ity of national public health infrastructure to re-
spond to the spread of infections. At the same time,
human rights organizations and civil society activ-
ists have expressed concern regarding the breadth
of some emergency measures and recalled the long
history of government abuse of emergency powers
to trample civil liberties.

Exactly three decades ago, OSCE participating
States unanimously endorsed a set of basic princi-
ples governing the imposition of states of emer-
gency, including the protection of fundamental
freedoms in such times of crisis. In 1990 in Copen-
hagen, OSCE countries affirmed that states of
emergency must be enacted by public law and that
any curtailment of human rights and civil liberties
must be “limited to the extent strictly required by
the exigencies of the situation.”® According to the
Copenhagen Document, emergency measures fur-
thermore should never discriminate based on cer-
tain group characteristics or be used to justify tor-
ture.

Building on these commitments a year later in
Moscow, participating States underscored that
states of emergency should not “subvert the demo-
cratic constitutional order, nor aim at the destruc-
tion of internationally recognized human rights and
fundamental freedoms.”® The Moscow Document
stresses the role of legislatures in imposing and lift-
ing such declarations, the preservation of the rule
of law, and the value of guaranteeing “freedom of
expression and freedom of information...with a
view to enabling public discussion on the ob-
servance of human rights and fundamental free-
doms as well as on the lifting of the state of public
emergency.”

In some corners of the OSCE region, however, na-
tional authorities are violating these and other
OSCE commitments in the name of combatting
coronavirus. While many extraordinary responses
are justified in the face of this crisis, government
overreach threatens the well-being of democracy
and the resilience of society at a critical time.

States of Emergency

Despite dozens of emergency declarations among
OSCE participating States, Hungary is the only one
to empower the head of government to rule by de-
cree without any sunset clause or requirement to
secure parliamentary re-authorization at a specified
time in the future. The Hungarian measure side-
lines democratic institutions and human rights in
direct violation of Budapest’s commitments made
in Copenhagen and Moscow.



On April 2, 2020, Helsinki Commission Chairman
Rep. Alcee L. Hastings (FL-20) denounced Hun-
garian Prime Minister Victor Orban for taking
“gross advantage of the fear and uncertainty
brought on by a global pandemic to secure the
power to rule by decree in perpetuity.™

Further echoing the language of Hungary’s OSCE
commitments, the Director of the OSCE’s Office
of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
(ODIHR) criticized the Hungarian state of emer-
gency ahead of its passage insisting that it “must be
proportionate to its aim, and only remain in place
for as long as absolutely necessary.”

Freedom of Information, Expression, & the
Media

The Moscow Document makes special mention of
the importance of respecting freedom of expression
and information amidst a crisis. In particular, it
commits OSCE countries to “take no measures
aimed at barring journalists from the legitimate ex-
ercise of their profession other than those strictly
required by the exigencies of the situation.” As a
result, governments holding prisoners of con-
science, such as journalists®, politicians, and reli-
gious prisoners’, should heed international calls® to
release them now, thereby mitigating the virus’
spread among prison populations and building pub-
lic trust in national institutions.

Since the start of the pandemic, OSCE Representa-
tive on Freedom of the Media Harlem Desir has re-
peatedly highlighted the importance of press free-
dom to “providing the public with information on
the vital measures needed to contain the vi-
rus...[and] report on the pandemic and governmen-
tal policies.”

Encouragingly, in response to input from Desir,
Armenial® and Serbia®® recently dialed back draft
restrictions on media freedom that were under con-
sideration to address the pandemic. These reversals
underscore the important role that OSCE institu-
tions play in promoting best practices at critical
junctures.

Nevertheless, several participating States, includ-

ing Azerbaijan, Hungary, and Russia, have adopted
laws or decrees punishing individuals and outlets
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for spreading “false,” “misleading,” or unofficial
information about the outbreak.'? The broad scope
of these provisions enables governments to silence
anyone who speaks against official policy. Some
countries, such as Kazakhstan, are enforcing exist-
ing disinformation statues to crackdown on activ-
ists who highlight government failures or worsen-
ing living conditions arising from the pandemic.®
In Kyrgyzstan, there are reports that individuals
who criticized the government’s response have
been forced to publicly disavow their reporting and
apologize.**

Moscow is one of the chief violators of its name-
sake commitments to respect free expression amid
national emergencies. Earlier this month, Russian
authorities arrested a doctor who criticized Mos-
cow’s response to the pandemic.’® On April 17,
2020, Helsinki Commission Chairman Hastings
and Co-Chairman Sen. Roger Wicker (MS) con-
demned Russian authorities after a Novaya
Gazeta journalist who reported critically on
Chechnya’s coronavirus response was threatened
by leader Ramzan Kadyrov and had her article re-
moved from the paper’s website.!®

Governments also have used coronavirus move-
ment restrictions to silence oppositionists and con-
strain the work of journalists. In Azerbaijan, au-
thorities have detained more than a dozen opposi-
tion members and reporters ostensibly for violating
the country’s stringent stay-at-home orders,'” while
others have faced physical®® and online!® harass-
ment. Meanwhile, in Kyrgyzstan officials appear to
be selectively enforcing movement restrictions to
constrain the reporting of independent journalists
while allowing state media greater leeway.?°

In violation of its freedom of information commit-
ments, Turkmenistan?—and until recently, Tajiki-
stan?>—appears to be withholding information on
the pandemic from its people. Ashgabat claims to
have no confirmed cases, despite civil society re-
ports that coronavirus deaths are simply being cat-
egorized as pneumonia.

Elections

The body of OSCE commitments does not specifi-
cally address the difficult legal and practical mat-
ter?® of determining whether and how to proceed
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with elections under a state of emergency, much
less a pandemic. Currently, participating States are
split almost evenly on the question of whether to
proceed with elections in 2020 (of 40 countries
with upcoming elections, 22 plan to proceed as
scheduled).?* In March, ODIHR suspended elec-
tion observation missions, but the cancellation or
postponement of recent elections means ODIHR
has yet to miss a planned observation.

Poland’s May 10 presidential election was to be the
first national election in the OSCE region since
coronavirus spread across the globe and the first to
take place without planned ODIHR observation;
however, the government postponed the vote this
week to sort through complex legal and practical
challenges, including building the necessary polit-
ical consensus for making changes to the electoral
process. Earlier this month, ODIHR Director
Gisladottir acknowledged that organizing an elec-
tion during a pandemic poses significant challenges
to, on the one hand, ensuring equal opportunity to
vote for all citizens and, on the other, avoiding
rushed changes to voting procedures that might
curtail important debates over electoral rules and
risk complicating the vote’s smooth administra-
tion.?

Surveillance

Leading OSCE parliamentarians and many human
rights organizations have warned that the wide use
of technology by some governments to track the
spread of the virus and monitor the movements of
infected individuals could impinge on civil liber-
ties.?® In early April 2020, the leadership of the
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly’s human rights
committee governments to restrict data collection
to “meeting a legitimate health-related purpose,
with a limited timeframe and appropriate oversight
measures in place to ensure personal data cannot
[be] misused.”?’

Government and civil society watchdogs will be
critical to ensuring that governments respect these
guidelines. According to the OSCE PA, at least 12
OSCE countries have implemented electronic
monitoring to counter the pandemic.?® In Russia,
the government’s deployment of additional surveil-
lance cameras and facial recognition technology in
response to the coronavirus has sparked concern.
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Activists fear that these will not ebb with the tide
of infections and instead will form part of a newly
permanent surveillance network that encroaches on
privacy and curtails freedoms.?

Meanwhile...

Authoritarian governments stand to benefit from
the way the pandemic consumes the attention of
both international and national institutions and con-
strains normal mechanisms of public expression,
such as peaceful assembly, parliamentary over-
sight, and elections. As a result, they may use this
time to seize greater power, raise barriers to trans-
parency, reap more ill-gotten gains, or simply con-
tinue their usual forms of repression and exploita-
tion with greater ease.

In some cases, governments may rush through pol-
icy changes to take advantage of the distraction.
Kazakhstan, for example, in late March 2020 ad-
vanced a draft bill concerning peaceful assembly,
despite official promises to submit it beforehand
for ODIHR review and ensure a transparent de-
bate.*°

In addition, despite global calls®® for ceasefires in
international conflicts during the pandemic, bellig-
erents in eastern Ukraine, and elsewhere beyond
the OSCE, are using this time to strengthen their
hand and seize the initiative. Russian-backed
forces in eastern Ukraine have even invoked the
pandemic to deny OSCE monitors access to the oc-
cupied territories.®> On April 23, 2020, Helsinki
Commissioner Rep. Richard Hudson (NC-08)
called for an immediate end to these unprecedented
restrictions, noting that “the increasing limitations
by Moscow-led forces also stall crucial humanitar-
ian shipments and services by international organi-
zations.”®

The public health, economic, and social conse-
guences of the pandemic can also reactivate old ha-
treds, strain social ties, compound existing inequal-
ities, and overtax developing institutions. Religious
and ethnic groups, particularly minorities, often
bear the brunt of destructive manifestations of
heightened social anxiety at times of flux. In a joint
statement in March 2020, the leadership of OSCE
institutions highlighted the need to protect national
minorities and vulnerable individuals and guard
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against discrimination, hatred, and domestic vio-
lence.® Furthermore, regions where democratic in-
stitutions and practices are established but still de-
veloping, such as the Western Balkans, will face
particular challenges if popular frustration mounts
and social trust wanes.

Speaking in his capacity as the OSCE Parliamen-
tary Assembly’s Special Representative on Anti-
Semitism, Racism and Intolerance, Helsinki Com-
mission Ranking Member Sen. Ben Cardin (MD)
recently warned OSCE parliamentarians that “mi-
nority and immigrant communities are already
more vulnerable to the impact of the pandemic be-
cause of past inequalities.”® Similarly, in a state-
ment on April 8, International Roma Day, Helsinki
Chairman Hastings noted that “this health crisis has
spotlighted many of the consequences of systemic
racism long faced by Romani communities,” in-
cluding “unequal access to care [that put] not only
Roma but also other socially excluded groups in
great danger of infection.”3®

Conclusion

The novel coronavirus pandemic should be a time
for governments to reaffirm—not suspend—re-
spect for the human dimension of “comprehensive

security” rooted in OSCE commitments, which re-
gards human freedom and dignity as integral to in-
ternational security, prosperity, and human flour-
ishing. While some exceptional safety measures
are needed to protect public health at this time, fun-
damental freedoms are critical to responding to the
pandemic. These freedoms ensure that societies re-
ceive credible information about the virus, debate
and influence government responses, hold leaders
and institutions accountable, and respond dynami-
cally to emerging needs.

This global threat to public health poses bewilder-
ing policy predicaments for even the world’s most
established democracies. Reflecting on her up-
bringing in Communist East Germany, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel recently remarked that
“for someone like myself, for whom freedom of
travel and movement were hard-won rights, such
restrictions can only be justified when they are ab-
solutely necessary.®” In navigating such difficul-
ties, and the pandemic’s attendant consequences
for democracy and human rights, the robust body
of OSCE commitments, the expertise of OSCE in-
stitutions, and the unique fora for dialogue and co-
operation the OSCE offers remain as invaluable as
ever.

About the Helsinki Commission

The Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, also known as the U.S. Helsinki Commission, is
an independent commission of the U.S. Government charged with monitoring compliance with the Helsinki
Accords and advancing comprehensive security through promotion of human rights, democracy, and eco-
nomic, environmental, and military cooperation in 57 countries. The Commission consists of nine members
from the U.S. Senate, nine from the House of Representatives, and one member each from the Departments
of State, Defense, and Commerce.

Learn more at Www.CSce.goV.

Report Contributors
e Everett Price, Senior Policy Advisor, U.S. Helsinki Commission
e U.S. Helsinki Commission Staff

Editor
e Stacy Hope, Communications Director, U.S. Helsinki Commission

Human Rights and Democracy in a Time of Pandemic 4 Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe


http://www.csce.gov/

1 “Overview of the OSCE Participating States’ Responses,” OSCE PA, accessed April 29, 2020, https://www.os-
cepa.org/activities/covid-19-crisis-response/overview-of-the-osce-participating-states-response

2 “Document of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference on the Human Dimension of the CSCE,” OSCE, June 29,
1990, https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/14304?download=true

3 “Document of the Moscow Meeting of the Conference on the Human Dimension of the CSCE,” OSCE, October 3,
1991, https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/14310?download=true

4 “Chairman Hastings Denounces Unchecked Power Granted to Hungary’s Prime Minister Orban,” CSCE, April 2,
2020, https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/chairman-hastings-denounces-
unchecked-power

5 “Newly declared states of emergency must include a time limit and parliamentary oversight, OSCE human rights
head says,” OSCE Office of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, March 30, 2020,
https://www.osce.org/odihr/449311

6 “OSCE Media Freedom Representative worried about situation of journalists being kept in prison despite release
law in Turkey, amid coronavirus concerns,” OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, April 17, 2020,
https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/450325

7 “Briefing With Ambassador at Large for International Religious Freedom Sam Brownback On COVID-19 Impact on
Religious Minorities,” U.S. State Department, April 2, 2020, https://www.state.gov/briefing-with-ambassador-at-
large-for-international-religious-freedom-sam-brownback-on-covid-19-impact-on-religious-minorities/

8 Philippe Dam, “Kyrgyzstan’s Coronavirus Response Should Let Activists Go Free,” Human Rights Watch, March 23,
2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/23/kyrgyzstans-coronavirus-response-should-let-activist-go-free

% “OSCE Media Freedom Representative welcomes swift reaction of Armenian Government in addressing his con-
cerns on State of Emergency Decree,” OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, March 27, 2020,
https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/449290

10 1bid.

11 “OSCE Media Freedom Representative and OSCE Head of Mission to Serbia welcome reversal by Serbian Govern-
ment of decision on public information,” OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, April 2, 2020,
https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/449536

2 Louisa Loveluck et al. “Journalists threatened and detained as countries on multiple continents restrict corona-
virus coverage,” The Washington Post, April 5, 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/journalists-threat-
ened-and-detained-as-countries-on-multiple-continents-restrict-coronavirus-coverage/2020/04/05/90d9953e-
6eb7-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51 story.html

13 RFE/RL’s Kazakh Service, “Rights Defenders Accuse Kazakh Authorities Of Using Coronavirus Restrictions To Stifle
Dissent,” Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, April 20, 2020, https://www.rferl.org/a/rights-defenders-accuse-ka-
zakh-authorities-of-using-coronavirus-restrictions-to-stifle-dissent/30565971.html

14 “Central Asia: Respect Rights in Covid-19 Responses: Ensure Information Access, Curb Abuses, Protect Detain-
ees,” Human Rights Watch, April 23, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/23/central-asia-respect-rights-
covid-19-responses

15 “Russia: Authorities detain doctor who exposed flaws in COVID-19 response,” Amnesty International, April 3,
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/04/russia-authorities-detain-doctor-who-exposed-flaws-in-
covid19-response/

16 “Helsinki Commission Leaders Appalled by Latest Attacks on Press Freedom in Russia,” CSCE, April 17, 2020,
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/helsinki-commission-leaders-ap-
palled-latest

17 Joshua Kucera, “Azerbaijan cracks down on opposition amid coronavirus outbreak,” Eurasianet, April 13, 2020,
https://eurasianet.org/azerbaijan-cracks-down-on-opposition-amid-coronavirus-outbreak

18 “pzerbaijan reporter jailed for 30 days over coronavirus reporting,” Reporters Without Borders, April 22, 2020,
https://rsf.org/en/news/azerbaijani-reporter-jailed-30-days-over-coronavirus-reporting

19 “Azerbaijan: Harassment of Activist and Family Must Stop: Ilkin Rustamzade,” Amnesty International, April 9,
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/2122/2020/en/

Human Rights and Democracy in a Time of Pandemic 5 Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe


https://www.oscepa.org/activities/covid-19-crisis-response/overview-of-the-osce-participating-states-response
https://www.oscepa.org/activities/covid-19-crisis-response/overview-of-the-osce-participating-states-response
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/14304?download=true
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/14310?download=true
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/chairman-hastings-denounces-unchecked-power
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/chairman-hastings-denounces-unchecked-power
https://www.osce.org/odihr/449311
https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/450325
https://www.state.gov/briefing-with-ambassador-at-large-for-international-religious-freedom-sam-brownback-on-covid-19-impact-on-religious-minorities/
https://www.state.gov/briefing-with-ambassador-at-large-for-international-religious-freedom-sam-brownback-on-covid-19-impact-on-religious-minorities/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/23/kyrgyzstans-coronavirus-response-should-let-activist-go-free
https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/449290
https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/449536
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/journalists-threatened-and-detained-as-countries-on-multiple-continents-restrict-coronavirus-coverage/2020/04/05/90d9953e-6eb7-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/journalists-threatened-and-detained-as-countries-on-multiple-continents-restrict-coronavirus-coverage/2020/04/05/90d9953e-6eb7-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/journalists-threatened-and-detained-as-countries-on-multiple-continents-restrict-coronavirus-coverage/2020/04/05/90d9953e-6eb7-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51_story.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/rights-defenders-accuse-kazakh-authorities-of-using-coronavirus-restrictions-to-stifle-dissent/30565971.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/rights-defenders-accuse-kazakh-authorities-of-using-coronavirus-restrictions-to-stifle-dissent/30565971.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/23/central-asia-respect-rights-covid-19-responses
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/23/central-asia-respect-rights-covid-19-responses
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/04/russia-authorities-detain-doctor-who-exposed-flaws-in-covid19-response/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/04/russia-authorities-detain-doctor-who-exposed-flaws-in-covid19-response/
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/helsinki-commission-leaders-appalled-latest
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/helsinki-commission-leaders-appalled-latest
https://eurasianet.org/azerbaijan-cracks-down-on-opposition-amid-coronavirus-outbreak
https://rsf.org/en/news/azerbaijani-reporter-jailed-30-days-over-coronavirus-reporting
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/2122/2020/en/

20 David Hotam, “Media Restrictions a Blow to COVID-19 Coverage, Kyrgyz Journalists Say,” Voice of America, April
20, 2020, https://www.voanews.com/press-freedom/media-restrictions-blow-covid-19-coverage-kyrgyz-journal-
ists-say

21 Abdujalil Abdurasulov, “Coronavirus: Why has Turkmenistan reported no cases?” BBC News, April 7, 2020,
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-52186521

22 “Though It Has No Coronavirus Cases (Officially), Tajikistan Is Behaving As If It’s Fighting A Pandemic,” Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty, April 27, 2020, https://www.rferl.org/a/though-it-has-no-coronavirus-tajikistan-behaves-
fighting-pandemic/30579897.html

2 Katherine Ellena, “The Legal Quagmire of Postponing or Modifying Elections,” International Foundation for Elec-
toral Systems, April 14, 2020, https://www.ifes.org/news/legal-quagmire-postponing-or-modifying-elections

24 “Overview of the OSCE Participating States’ Responses,” OSCE PA, accessed April 29, 2020, https://www.0s-
cepa.org/activities/covid-19-crisis-response/overview-of-the-osce-participating-states-response

5 “Genuine campaigning and public debate are vital for democratic elections, OSCE human rights head says,” OSCE
Office of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, April 7, 2020, https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/449695
%6 “)oint civil society statement: States use of digital surveillance technologies to fight pandemic must respect hu-
man rights,” April 2, 2020, https://www.accessnow.org/cms/assets/uploads/2020/04/Joint-statement-COVID-19-
and-surveillance-FINAL1.pdf

27 “Data can help save lives, but must be managed with great caution, say OSCE PA human rights leaders,” OSCE
PA, April 8, 2020, https://www.oscepa.org/news-a-media/press-releases/2020/data-can-help-save-lives-but-must-
be-managed-with-great-caution-say-osce-pa-human-rights-leaders

28 “Overview of the OSCE Participating States’ Responses,” OSCE PA, accessed April 29, 2020, https://www.os-
cepa.org/activities/covid-19-crisis-response/overview-of-the-osce-participating-states-response

2% Nicola Habersetzer, “Moscow Silently Expands Surveillance of Citizens,” Human Rights Watch, March 25, 2020,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/25/moscow-silently-expands-surveillance-citizens

30 Laura Mills, “Kazakhstan Draft Law Would Undermine Freedom of Assembly,” Human Rights Watch, March 31,
2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/kazakhstan-draft-law-would-undermine-freedom-assembly

31 “OSCE parliamentarians endorse UN SG’s global ceasefire call, discuss European response to COVID-19 pandemic
and plan PA activities,” OSCE PA, April 9, 2020, https://www.osce.org/parliamentary-assembly/449878

32 “OSCE Chairperson-in-Office Rama and Secretary General Greminger call for immediate action about SMM free-
dom of movement in eastern Ukraine,” OSCE, March 23, 2020, https://www.osce.org/chairmanship/449059

33 “Hastings, Wicker, Moore, and Hudson Mark the Third Anniversary of Joseph Stone’s Death in Ukraine,” CSCE,
April 23, 2020, https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/hastings-wicker-
moore-and-hudson-mark-third

34 “A message to the OSCE Community: We need solidarity and co-operation, OSCE, core values, to work together
to stop the pandemic,” OSCE, March 26, 2020, https://www.osce.org/chairmanship/449206

35 Sen. Ben Cardin, “Statement at the Meeting of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly Bureau,” CSCE, April 27, 2020,
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/speeches/statement-meeting-osce-parliamentary-
assembly-bureau

36 “Chairman Hastings Marks International Roma Day, Notes Consequences of Systemic Racism Exposed by Pan-
demic,” CSCE, April 8, 2020, https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/chair-
man-hastings-marks-international-roma-day

37 Justin Davidson, “The Leader of the Free World Gives a Speech and She Nails It,” New York Magazine, March 18,
2020, https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/03/angela-merkel-nails-coronavirus-speech-unlike-trump.html

Human Rights and Democracy in a Time of Pandemic 6 Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe


https://www.voanews.com/press-freedom/media-restrictions-blow-covid-19-coverage-kyrgyz-journalists-say
https://www.voanews.com/press-freedom/media-restrictions-blow-covid-19-coverage-kyrgyz-journalists-say
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-52186521
https://www.rferl.org/a/though-it-has-no-coronavirus-tajikistan-behaves-fighting-pandemic/30579897.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/though-it-has-no-coronavirus-tajikistan-behaves-fighting-pandemic/30579897.html
https://www.ifes.org/news/legal-quagmire-postponing-or-modifying-elections
https://www.oscepa.org/activities/covid-19-crisis-response/overview-of-the-osce-participating-states-response
https://www.oscepa.org/activities/covid-19-crisis-response/overview-of-the-osce-participating-states-response
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/449695
https://www.accessnow.org/cms/assets/uploads/2020/04/Joint-statement-COVID-19-and-surveillance-FINAL1.pdf
https://www.accessnow.org/cms/assets/uploads/2020/04/Joint-statement-COVID-19-and-surveillance-FINAL1.pdf
https://www.oscepa.org/news-a-media/press-releases/2020/data-can-help-save-lives-but-must-be-managed-with-great-caution-say-osce-pa-human-rights-leaders
https://www.oscepa.org/news-a-media/press-releases/2020/data-can-help-save-lives-but-must-be-managed-with-great-caution-say-osce-pa-human-rights-leaders
https://www.oscepa.org/activities/covid-19-crisis-response/overview-of-the-osce-participating-states-response
https://www.oscepa.org/activities/covid-19-crisis-response/overview-of-the-osce-participating-states-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/25/moscow-silently-expands-surveillance-citizens
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/kazakhstan-draft-law-would-undermine-freedom-assembly
https://www.osce.org/parliamentary-assembly/449878
https://www.osce.org/chairmanship/449059
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/hastings-wicker-moore-and-hudson-mark-third
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/hastings-wicker-moore-and-hudson-mark-third
https://www.osce.org/chairmanship/449206
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/speeches/statement-meeting-osce-parliamentary-assembly-bureau
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/speeches/statement-meeting-osce-parliamentary-assembly-bureau
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/chairman-hastings-marks-international-roma-day
https://www.csce.gov/international-impact/press-and-media/press-releases/chairman-hastings-marks-international-roma-day
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/03/angela-merkel-nails-coronavirus-speech-unlike-trump.html

