H3432

connect multiple people on the go, giv-
ing them a common operation picture
right on their handheld phone. It cur-
rently has 40,000 Department of De-
fense users and 32,000 non-Federal
users. The winners from Rome Lab cre-
ated an easy access portal that allows
the government to provide ATAK to
citizens, enabling better communica-
tion and information sharing.

This technology transfer benefits
Rome Lab, its mission, the govern-
ment, and all users. A great example of
how ATAK was extraordinarily bene-
ficial was during the 2017 hurricanes.
Because of Rome Lab’s work, civilian,
State, and military teams were able to
communicate to rescue people and save
lives.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate this group of brilliant young
people and thank them for continuing
to make the Air Force Research Lab,
otherwise known as Rome Lab, a world
leader in advanced technology.

—————

CAPITOL HILL COMMEMORATION
OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

(Mr. SMITH of New Jersey asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, next week, on April 24, we
will mark the 103rd anniversary of the
infamous Armenian genocide. The date
of the commemoration marks the anni-
versary of Red Sunday, the night when
the Ottoman Empire Government gave
the order to arrest and intern approxi-
mately 250 Armenian intellectuals in
Istanbul.

Less than 2 months after Red Sun-
day, the end of May 1915, the govern-
ment enacted legislation that un-
leashed unspeakable widespread gov-
ernment-organized evictions, mas-
sacres, and deportations. As many as
1.5 million people perished. It was
about the annihilation of the Armenian
people.

In September of 2000, I held the first-
ever hearing on the Armenian genocide
here in Congress. Three years ago this
month, I chaired another hearing on
the 100th anniversary.

At the time, I noted that the Arme-
nian genocide is the only one of the
genocides of the 20th century in which
the nation that was decimated by geno-
cide has been subjected to ongoing out-
rage of a massive campaign of geno-
cidal denial, openly sustained by state
authority—that would be the Turkish
Government. That has to change, and
this horrible, horrible genocide needs
to be recognized by our government for
what it was.

———
OPIOID EPIDEMIC

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARRETT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, the
opioid epidemic has swept across the
country impacting millions of Ameri-
cans who lost loved ones to this pre-
ventable crisis. No community is im-
mune.

Just as the President of the United
States has said, this is, in fact, the cri-
sis next door.

This is even more true in neighbor-
hoods in north Texas where we are all
too familiar with this fatal epidemic.

Overdose deaths from opioids have
increased more than five times in the
last 30 years, and it is estimated that
more than 115 Americans die each and
every day from opiate-related
overdoses. There is no question that we
must act to stop this crisis.

To that end, I am very grateful to
the members of my committee, the
Committee on Energy and Commerce. I
am grateful to the chairman of the
committee for participating in this
hour.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN), who is the
chairman of the Energy and Commerce
Committee.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Dr. BURGESS and appreciate his leader-
ship on this issue and the hard work he
and his members on both sides of the
aisle have done on the Subcommittee
on Health in the Energy and Commerce
Committee.

As we all know, the opioid crisis is
wreaking havoc and death on our Na-
tion. It is striking at the heart of com-
munities from one side of the country
to the other. On any given day, you can
browse the headlines to learn of yet an-
other life lost to addiction or about a
raid that seized overwhelming quan-
tities of prescription painkillers or il-
licit drugs.

At roundtables throughout my dis-
trict in Oregon over the last few years,
I have met with those victims. I have
met with their families. I have talked
to doctors and treatment advocates. I
have met with law enforcement officers
on the front lines of this fight. Sadly,
their stories are all too similar and all
too familiar, but they put the names
and faces to this crisis that has
touched every community in our coun-
try.

We are here tonight because this cri-
sis is having a devastating impact on
each of our districts and the people
who live in them. No community is ex-
empt from the scourge of addiction.
Nobody is immune from the dangers of
powerful drugs. The crisis has taken a
hold on the very fabric of our Nation,
and we must do everything we can to
stem the tide of addiction, to help
those who are addicted, and to stop the
deaths and destruction that follow the
abuse of opiates.

Earlier this week, I visited the Pre-
scribed to Death opioid memorial that
was stationed at the White House El-
lipse. I was able to see the individual
faces of Americans who lost their own
battles with opioid addiction etched
into the 22,000 pills on display. There
was one for each fatal overdose in 2015.
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It is a daunting visual. It was made
only more poignant by the knowledge
that those numbers have only contin-
ued to climb.

More than 100 Americans die from
opioid overdoses every single day,
claiming the lives of more than 42,000
Americans who died in 2016 alone. That
same year, we lost 506 Oregonians from
opioid overdoses.

The committee—in particular, the
Energy and Commerce Committee and
your subcommittee, Mr. Chairman—
has a long history of working to com-
bat this evolving epidemic, from
launching our earliest investigations in
2012 to advancing bipartisan legislation
like the Comprehensive Addiction and
Recovery Act, CARA, and the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act.

Most recently, we included critical
funding to aid in the fight in the recent
government spending bill that Presi-
dent Trump signed into law. This legis-
lation included a record amount of re-
sources to combat the crisis, providing
billions of dollars to communities
across America to tackle one of the
biggest public health problems in a
generation. But we know that more
can and must be done.

Now, the good news is that com-
bating the opioid crisis is our commit-
tee’s top priority. It is why we have re-
viewed literally dozens and dozens and
dozens of comprehensive, bold, and bi-
partisan pieces of legislation. In total,
these bills will bolster our enforcement
efforts, will protect our communities,
will advance our public health and pre-
vention efforts, and will address cov-
erage and payment issues within Med-
icaid and Medicare.

Tomorrow at the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, we will hear the per-
sonal stories from families affected by
the drug crisis and individuals who are
battling addiction. Then, next week,
the Energy and Commerce Committee
will mark these bills up in our Health
Subcommittee. It is an important step
forward to keep us on track in our goal
of having legislation to this House
floor ahead of the Memorial Day dis-
trict work period.

We know that there is no silver bul-
let, there is no one-size-fits-all ap-
proach that will remedy the -cata-
strophic effects of this crisis that has
been building for the last decade, but
much more can be done. We will do
much more, and we will do it on a bi-
partisan basis, to help vulnerable pa-
tients get the treatment they want and
need, remembering there are some 20
million Americans with chronic pain.
And we will ensure these powerful
drugs are not getting into the wrong
hands.

As I conclude, I think it is important
to point out that, if people want more
information, they can go to
energycommerce.house.gov/opioids and
see the testimony that we have re-
ceived and the work that we are en-
gaged in to rid this country of this ter-
rible scourge and make our commu-
nities safer again.
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