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The conflict lies squarely at the intersec-

tion of two fundamental principles of the 

Helsinki Final Act: the right to self-

determination and the right to territorial 

integrity. The difficulty in reconciling these 

opposing views lies at the core of over a 

quarter-century of failed peace initiatives. 
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Given the considerable influence afforded 

to Russia by its deep links with both  

Armenia and Azerbaijan, many analysts 

question Moscow’s desire to see a  

peaceful and comprehensive resolution to 

the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, and  

suggest that Moscow may be most  

interested in maintaining the leverage  

afforded to it by the uneasy status quo. 
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