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FOREWORD

The documents in this publication reflect the etforts of
Czechoslovak citizens to express their opinions on issues of
iportance to them and on rights guaranteed to them under
Czechoslovak law, the Helsinki Final Act, and other international
agreements. In Principle VIl of the Helsinki Final Act, the
participating States confirmed the "right of the individual to
know and act upon his rights." They also agreed to "promote and
encourage the effective exercise of civil, political, economic,
social, cultural and other rights and freedoms all of which derive
from the inherent dignity of the human person..." The signatories
further pledged to "recognize and respect the freedom of the
individual to profess and practice, aione or in community with
others, religion or belief acting in accordance with the dictates
of his own conscience."

Sadly, these noble words ring hollow in Czechoslovakia, one
of the 35 signatories to the Heisinki Final Act. In an effort to
improve their country's adherence to the principles and spirit of
the heisinki document during the last five years, over 1,G00
Lzechoslovak citizens -- workers, scholars, clergymen,
professionais, students, government employees, scientists and
others -- have affixed their names to the manifesto of human
rights known as Charter 77. wmany have also worked actively with
VONS -- the Committee for the Defense of the Unjustly Persecuted
-- to report and document violations of basic human freedoms.
While in most signatory countries these efforts on behalf of human
rights would be applauded and rewarded, in Czechoslovakia both
signers of Charter 77 and members ot VONS have fallen victim to
unrelenting government repression.

Charter 77 clearly emphasizes that its aim is not to change
the existing sociai system, but simply to demonstrate the need ifor
"observance of laws" -- both domestic and international -- by the
Czechoslovak authorities. As an example of this comnitment to
international law and other agreements, Charter 77 calied upon the
Czechosiovak delegation to the Madrid Meeting of the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe to honor its.word and implement
all thne provisions of the helsinki Final Act, including Principle
VIl. The constant surveiliance, house searches, detentions,
arrests, beatings and terms of imprisonment to which these
courageous men and women are subjected are difficuit to reconcile
with the statements attesting to full implementation presented by
the Czechoslovak delegations to both the beigrade and Madrid
review meetings. : '



In October, 1979, six Charter 77 signatories were sentenced
to prison terms ranging from two to five years for their
activities. That travesty of justice was the culmination of a
year-long crackdown on individuals who publicly sought to
encourage their government's compliance with the standards set by
Heisinki. Four of the six are stili imprisoned: Vaclav havel
\sentenced to 4 1/2 years); Petr Uhl (5 years); Vaclav Benda (4
years); and Jiri Dienstbier (3 years).

In May ot 981, the Czechoslovak government once again spread
tear throughout the country with a wave of niass arrests and
detentions of Charter 77 signatories and VONS members. Seven
human rights activists -- Eva Kanturkova, Karel Kyncl, Jan
mlynarik, Jan Rumnl, Jiri Ruml, Jirina Siklova and milan Simecka --
were arrested on charges of subversion and collusion with a
foreign power and placed in pretrial detention where they remained
for nearly a year. All were released by June, 192 although the
charges against them have not been dropped. An additional ten
were indicted on the same charges but were not detained beyond the
original questioning period. They include Jiri Hajek, Ivan Havel,
Olga Haviova, Karel Holomek, Jozef Jablonicky, Zdenek Jicinsky,

Mo jmir Kiansky, Miroslav Kusy, Jaroslav Meznik and Jiri Muller.

The Commission receives extensive documentation of events in
Czechoslovakia from various sources. It is our intent to publi-
cize the writings of Czechoslovak citizens that reach us in order
to highlight the gross disparity between the actions of allieged
"criminals" and the reaction of their government. Why citizens
concerned with such issues as the safe operation of nuclear power
plants, the inability to practice religion freely, discrimination
in employment, inhumane prison conditions and the loss of social,
political and economic rights, should be harassed, imprisoned or
beaten to death is of deep concern to the United States and to
others who believed the signing of the Helsinki Finai Act would
serve to guarantee the peacefui and lawful expression of views in
the exercise of human rights.

This compilation begins with a collection of tive letters by
Charter 77 and other human rights activists addressed to Dr.
Gustav Husak, the President of Czechoslovakia and to the Nadrid
review conference. We have included these letters because they
give a vivid, broad view of the extent of human rights and other
abuses currentiy taking place in Czechoslovakia and demonstrate
the close links between the goals and purpose of the CSCE process
and the activity of Charter 77.



The second section contains all of the numbered Charter
documents dealing with aspects of the regimes' treatment of its
own citizens issued from 1977-79. Not included are those which
merely list new Charter signatories. After 1979, due to increased
harassment by the regime, the Charter ceased to issue lengthy
nurbered documents but continued to release short bulletins and
letters on specific human rights-related issues. These bulletins
are not included in this compilation (with the exception of the

five letters in Section I). Two of the documents describing
specific cases -- #6 and #19 -- have been updated as much as
possible. The other issue-oriented documents, despite having been

released 3-5 years ago, describe conditions which are still
prevalent today.

Beginning in 1982, with the selection of three new Charter
spokespersons and the adoption of a more activist profile, the
Charter once again began to number its documents, which have dealt
with issues ranging from solidarity with the people of Poland to
the status of religious liberty in Czechoslovakia. The number ing
system has been resumed due to recent efforts to circulate bogus
documents in the name of Charter 77. Those documents of the first
19 issued in 1982 dealing specifically with conditions in Czecho-
slovakia are found in the last section of this compilation.

The words, thoughts, and beliefs of the authors in this
coliection will stand on their own merit. The U.S. Commission
on Security and Cooperation in Europe publishes the collection in
dedication to those who have already suffered for their beliefs
and to those who -- despite the risk of sutffering -- are stiil
willing to fight for those fundamental freedoms guaranteed to us
ali.

- Sincerely, C
7 .
DANTE B." FASCELL ' - ROBERT DOL
Chairman Co-Chairman K
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INTRODUCT 1IN

"thanks to Cnarter /7 political samizdat has
spreau wiuely among us. It is & medium ot
communication winich, in conparison with the
lantasticalliy eilective rotary presses anu coior
television seems meager. In tact, it is an un-
usually powertul lorce, and ingestructibie
power ... It is written oniy by someone wiio nhas
something to say... When 1 take it in my hand, I
Know that it cost sorueone a goou ceal to write it -
- Wilthout an honorarium and at no littile risk...
And i1 cost soneone to devote his time and energy
to copying it. Inis is something 1 cannot say of
any newspaper, any journal, or any broadcast."

Chanl ol /7 NUvibihel DOUUMEINT S

In conmunist cast curope, especially in the doviet Lnion,
Foland anu Czecnoslovakia, censorsnip and the uenial oi the
rigiit ot 1ree expression and ot a iree press have given rise to
the pnenomenon o1 samizuat. 1his expressive kussian acronym, an
abpvreviation ot worus that may be translated as "seli-puviica-
tion," is useu 10 uescribe materiais produceu by individuals anu
Broups, usually in typewritten 1orm. 1hese "nome-maue"” puwiica-
tions are written, copied anu circuiated by anu among those wno
wish to enjoy a source of intormation anc ot icueas otiier thnan
those 01 the oriiciai censoreu press, other mass meaia and

puviishing houses.

Such typeu materials were produceu anu circuiated iong
velore Charter // -- even auring tihe >talinist titties, anu
stilamore so in the sixties anu tile early seventies. Since tie
Issuance ot tihe Charter in January i1%//, there nas been a spate
Ol such activity vy individuais anu groups, and the 1i00G is
continuing in spite oif repressive ineasures taken against it. It
Inay ve roughly estimated that well over 1,UUU items have passec
Irom hany to nhanu in Czechosiovaklia anu have been Ssent aubroad.
Lustomariiy the typewriter, using as inmany caroon copies as
teasiuvie, unas been the Imeans oI production, since <erox and
nilmeographing rnaciiines are not reauily accessibie. Moreover,
ltile use o1 such tecnnhiques, &S weii as tihe printing press, are
regarued as niore likely to result in arrest and imprisonment tor
tilegal puvlication. :



Ihis constitutes "a paraiiel intormation system," in the
worus o1 ur. Viliem Precan, wiho possesses a ricn archive ot
LzeCnosiovak saiizuat ana wno nas puviished several coitections
01 tnese materiais. Inis treasury i1ncluceu not only materials
alithorizeu ana uistributes vy Charter // itsei1r, but aiso tne
writings oI 1nuiviguals anu groups o1 persons, I10r wholn charter
// nas veen a catalyst ol inuepenuent expression in the form ot
open letters, appeais, deciargtions, €ssays, leullletons, poems,
pilays, pooks anu periocuicals.

the translations given in this voiume represent oniy a part
of the "authorized" Charter 7/ "publications," i.e. materiais
signed anu thus legitinateu by those who nave peen "spokesmen"
oI the harter at any given time. in auulitlion to these numbereda
socurents, the spokesnien fiave issueu many other types ot mater-
tal, such as conmuniques, eclarations anu appeais, or ietters
to the Lzecnoslovak authorities and to persons or institutions
avroad. Ine signature o1 the spokesmen contirms their &authen-
ticity ana their accurate expression ol tihe Cnarter's point o1
view (withh exceptions to be noted pelows. 1luese documents are
usuaily circulateu separateiy, anud 1I1n aauition are published in
thhe bulietin, lniormace o Lnarte // (iniormation on Cuarter /7))
which 1s issuea every three weeks in typewritten torm by a group
o1 LChartists.

wihen Charter // was tirst iormulated, its inittiators
planneu to issue four major documents on numan rights (tiie right
10 ecucation anu to work, ana freedom oi beiief anu ol expres-
sion) tor transmission 1o the belgrade Lonference wnich was to
meet in the tall of the year. In the tour years since then,
Chiarter spowesinen puviishead a total ol twenty-eight numbered
uocunients, most ot which are given pelow. ’ihe rest (omitted
iiere) contained tne 1ists o1 signatories \ivos. 2, &, 13, i4, i/,
¢V, 22>, 27 anu <dj. . the cocuments i1ncluue reports on the
current situation (ivos. <¢, 3, b anud 1v). More than halt,
incliuuing the initial beciaration, were studies o1 tiose areas
ot lite in which rignts, guaranteeu by the Lniteu Nations
Covenants on human Kights anu contirmed in the heisinki kFinai
ACt, hau been restricted or denieu entirely. liey thus proviuaeu
eviaence ot the violations ot human rights in wzeciiosliovakla anu
In soune cases suggesteu ways in which these 1i11s coulu e
corcrectev or eliminateu. 1he intormation oitereu was olten usedu
by l1oreign rmass rwecuia, vy Scholars anu writers, and 1n scine
cases by loreign governments anhu by international institutions,
sucih as the i1nternational Lawor Lrganization.

Lne shoul« not miniinize tne uillicuities uncer wihicn tnis
samlzuat materiai was proauced. 10 begin with, it 15 usually
composeu aiter an exhausting cvay ol nanual or menial labpbor,
pernhaps late at nignt when the tamily has retired or eariy in
the morning. 'the preparation o1 tiie uocuments is not easy since
the autinors are denieu the rignt to use libraries or research
institutes, nave oniy ranuon access to lorelgn news from radio,




television and the occasional foreign newspaper, anu are olten
under continuous police surveiliance. ‘1ihis maue it Giiticult
1or & group to meet 1o Giscuss the document or even to secure
tie approval ot stateruents vy the spokesnien or otiier cihartists
WHO hau to be consulted.

ihe ydirticulties facing these "pre-Gutenberg scribes," has
veenn well agescrived by Petr FPitihart.

when the work is tinisnea it is copieu by others,
once again in their spare tinie and witih no assistance
Irom eitner the maii or the telepiorne, it is passed
on to a ifew Irlenus ana acquaintances, anc thus
ultimateiy, to hunureds anu peruaps even thousanus ot
readers. All ot tnem share the auditional worry ot
veing possibly suntoneu to contess whetner they nave
reaa 1t, 1rom whom they received it and to whorm they
lent 1t, who talked tnem into doing it and who paiua
them ifor doing it, anu how much... lhus, entirely
tnrough the dedicateu ertort and expense ot the
peopie addressed, a work is pubtished which cannot
possiwly lie idie, unwanted anu supertiuous. Are
these circumstances realliy avnormal, when the extent
to which the written word gets circuiated uepenaus
upon notihiing more than tike urgency ol its message,
rmoderated, iet us admit, by the author's fear o1
trouble?” how ditticult ana exhausting it all is!

vuring the periodic pouts ot 1ntra-Chartist discussion o1
tue purposes anu niethods ot Charter activity, the documents and
tiie manner ot their preparation were Subjecteu to examination
and sometimes to criticisin. Some Cnartists teit that Charter 7/
was 1oCcussing too nmucn on this verbal kinug of activity ana that
flally OI 1Ts uocCuments were 100 legaiistic and did not .ceal with
pressing problems o1 daliiy lite. Specilic docunents were
criticizea as weah, Ior example the one on ireedom of religious
peiler (No. ¥, which hau been watered down I1or the sake o1
agreement anu was not as strong as statements issued lnuepen-
sently by groups ot Chartist Catholics and Protestants. It was
also teit that more peopie shouid participate in the preparation
01 tihe cvocuments anu that the latter should deal with a wider
range ot problems, likely to awaken interest aniong average
persons.

Ihe vigorous discussion in i97» cuiminated in a generai
consensus on ‘harter tactics, or at least a coniproniise anong
Gittering viewpoints. A "docunent on aocuments," as No. <1 (see
uelow) was calledG, proviaea that documients woula continue to ve
Issued by the spokesmen put wouid De considered a basis for
uiscussion rather than the expression ot an agreea viewpoint ot
Lharter /7. It was hoped that many more persons, especially
tnose with expert knowledge, would ve drawn into the work ot
preparation and that their names wouid necessariiy be




givulged. In.this spirit a number o1 documents were puplishead,
Inciuuing iNo. << on nuclear acciuents, iNo. <> on discrimination
agalnst gypsies, INo. <4 on impediments to travel abroad, andg

No. «/ on consumers' problems. ‘lhe latter, in may 1¥/%, anu a
supplement to [No. 16 on imprisonment anu prisons, in Novemwer
19/, were the latest, and perhaps the last, substantive
nunwered documents oi this kind. Dburing 1Y8U no otihers
appeared, aithough the spoxkesmen uiu release a number ot studies
as coumuniques or announcements, including those on the ifaw on
tlie SiNb (Corps of INationai decuritys, prison conditions, freedom
to travel, problems ot pensioners, uiscrimination in enpioyment
ahu the Madria conterence. Ihis shiit oi emphasis away Irom
nurbered documents was perinaps the resuit ot increasing regime
narassinent, inciuding the imprisonment of outstanding Chartists
tor long terms, anud the growing conviction that other matters
requirea the attention oi those Chartists who remained iree.

what imlian Simecka has written ot "home-macue books,"
applles equally to the corpus o1 authorized Charter 77
materiais, inciuding the uocuments given velow:

"Concealed in attics and in various apsuru hiding
places, they (the nome-maue booksS) are passed
secretly Ifrom hand 1o hand. DSome oi tihemn are in
salies, secured with ridicuious pits o1 string anu
plasticine. Some of them have veen paiud tor dearly,
by imprisomnment, numiliation anu anxiety. bDut one
thing 1s certain: whatever the Iuture may oring, it
wiili pe these nome-rnade DOOKS wnich wili proviae a
testiiony of the time in which we live, ior the
language which sounds iike Ialilng gravei wiii not
Ilnterest anyone."

loronto, Canada n. Gordon dKiiling




Footnotes

1. Joset Stracin (pseudon.), 'Chvala samizdatu' (ln Praise
01 damizuat) April 1vy7/, given in Czech, Listy (kome), Vol. VIi,
No. >-4, Luly 1977,

<. Milan Simecka, 'Kniiy ne-knihy' \pbratislava, <u
Fevbruary 1v7v), published in Lngiisic unaer tne title 'horne-iviaue
books,' lnaex on Lensorship, Voi. &, No. J, Sept.-Oct. iv7y,
PP.<t-23,

3. Viiem Precan, Knina Charty: hiasy z domova i%¥76-7/
\book oi the Charter, Vuices trom the homeland, 1976-/7,
Cologne, 1Y7/) and krestane a Charta '/7 {(Christians and Charter
/7, ologne, 1980).

4. ror tuli discussion ot this material and a iist of aii
authorizeua Charter 7/ documents see h. Gordon Skilling, Charter
/7 and human ikigiits in Czechoslovakia \London, i9%31i), Chap. V
Vi anu Appendix 1.

’

>. Petr Pitharrt, 'Prgklepovy papir bily >u gr/m‘ \Union-
skin paper, while, 30 gnym") pubiished in Lzecnh in Spektrum
(lnaex on Censorship, London, 1973).

b. OSimecka, 'home-Maue books,' cited above.



SECTION 1

LETTEKS SENT _TO THE MADRID CONFERENCE AND TO PRESIDENT HUSAK




ChAKILK 7/ LEtTliek 10 UK. GUDTAV hUSAK,
PRES 1DEINT OF The CabChOSLOVAKR SUCIALILST KiPUbLic

mMr. Presiaent:

At present, preparatory negotiations are under way tor the
iadrid review conterence ot states that signeu the Final Act ot
the Lonterence on decurity and Looperation in Curope, on August i,
1v/>., lhe conterence will review tiie extent oi implementation by
thhese states ot .the principles and obligations imposed by this
historic document. rurtherruore, it will consiuer aaditional
measures aimeu at strengthening the process of lessening
International tensions which received a powertul impulse by the
signing ot tne Final Act.

we are anong those who take seriously the principles ot this
gocurment ang, 1n accoraance with the statements you maae OR
several occasions as its signatory, we coisider the impiementation
0f its principles not exclusively a matter 1or tihe governments,
LUt 01 winoie nations anu ot ail citizens. ‘therefore, we welcome
tne assurance ot responsible authorities expressing the interest
01 our government in thorough preparations tor and constructive
proceedings ot the Maurid conierence whicih shoulu help to inprove
reitations among states anu nations, strengtien security and rights
ot their citizens, and avert the canger ot a controntation, as
weil as of & return to the atmosphere oif coid war. Wwe agree with
1hose parts ot the May declaration by the Warsaw Pact states - of
wihich you are a signatory - emphasizing strict implementation ot
ail provisions of tihne Final Act, especially of those principies
wiich the participating governmnents pledged to Ioilow as guiuarice
governing relations aniong themselves anua towara their citizens, as
explicitly stated in the Final Act anu contirmeud in this
weclaration. ’line respect 1or humnan rights and ftuncamental
treedoms is explicitly and forcetuiiy expressed in the Finali Act
as one of the vasic principles and conditions ot genuine peacefui
coexistence and cooperation anu is ol equal importance with
political, economiic, anu military prerequisites or consicuerations
ol international iaw. We believe that tihis is preciseiy one ot
the great contributions of the Final Act ior a peacetul
Geveiopment ot internationai relations anu social progress in
general.

However, we are equally concerned that tiie Madrid
negotiations achieve progress in military matters, in reaucing the
burden o1 armaments and in lessening the danger oI contlicts. As
oruinary citizens, we are hardiy 1n a position 1o voice our
opinion ot concrete measures in this field, since it requires
knowleuge 01 otten complex tecinical problemus, some even protected
witn understancvable secrecy. Wwe can only express our sympathy
with uemands tnat sucihh measures be eifective anu equaliy just 1or
all participants, without unilaterai auvantages ior any one ot
them.

1o



we woulu weicome a positive contribution by Czecnoslovakia to
negotiations concerned with the probiems of numan rights and
tundamental freedomns, and ot the so-called basket Three in
general. 1his 1is a matter o1 internal relationship between the
authorities and a citizen. however, il certain norms ot this
relationship become tihe subject of an international treaty, then
automatically the implementation ot these norms (the Final Act
speciticaily mentions the binuing nature ot International
Lovenants on numan rigihts which you nave aiso ratitfied anu
arranged to come into iorce in 1Y/o) beconies an international
tssue and & discussion ot it on an internationai level cannot be
consiuered as interierence in the internal atfairs ot any state.
we would, ot course, bDe pleased if sucih a uiscussion woulu proceed
In a constructive manner, iree of polemics ot the colu war era.
And we particularly hope that sucih polemics wili not be caused by
acts perpetrated against citizens by the authorities 1in our
country, acts which cleariy vioilate provisions ot tine
international covenants on human rigits, the binding nature ot
winich has peen solemnly enwouied in the Final Act and which, as an
integral part ot our legal systemn, must guiae the interpretation
anu application ot other norms relating to the rights and duties
ol citizens. :

As participants in citizens' initiatives, based on explicit
provisions of the rinal Act and on Article i7 ot the Constitution
01 our KRepublic, we have since the beginning of iY77 repeatedly
brought to the attention of the authorities oi our state various
concrete situations and cases contlicting witih the principies andg
obiigations of the Final Act and international covenants, now an
integrai part of our legal system. 'the usuai reaction was yet
another, even niore biatant violation, including police hharassment
anu trials which were so tiagrantly contrary to the international
obiigations undertaken by you that they provoked widespread
ihternational reaction, in particular in progressive European
pubilc opinion conmiitteu to peaceiul co-existence.

This is precisely why we regard it as our civic duty to draw
your attention to the probapility that these acts conmittea by
some organs of our state, 1lagrantiy violating tihese obligatiouns,
are generating polemics not conuucive to a constructive Giscussion
of rrinciple Vil of the Final Act. Wwe beiieve that sucih polemics
can be prevented only it the real causes are eiiminated or at
least restrainea. Wwe, theretore, submit tor your consideration
the 10liowing:

I. As Presiaent ot the (55K, you could use your autnority
anu grant full pardon to the unjustly conaenmed, J. dabata, V.
benua, U. beunarova, J. Dienstbier, V. havei, P. Uhi, A. Lerny,
J. davrea, P. Cibuika and others, and expunge tiheir convictions
wiiich are contrary to provisions oif the international covenants on
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civil anu poritical rights which our government has ratiiied.
These convictions, theretore, are also contrary to our
Constitution which must now be interpreted within the context ot
these covenants;

<. You shoulu order an immediate stop to all criminai
proceedings against kKudoit battek, Narel Soukup and others, whose
cases we could present to you with detailec aocumentation;

5. You should initiate a thorough re-examination ot those
components ot our legal system - especiaily ot the Penal Code and
of tne law on the SNb (organs ot national security) - which do not
contorm to the provisions ot the international human rigihts
covenants or to the obligations undertaken by you in Heisinki, as
expressed in Frinciple V11 of the Finali Act. Wwe believe that
rmerely initiating such a re-examination - as requested in corncrete
proposals in Charter /7 bocument 15 - wouid contribute to a more
constructive atinospnere surrounding debate ot this point in
macriu. Needless to say, the spokespersons and legai experts ot
Charter 77, as weii as its numerous Iriends, are wiliing to assist
such an action iif uncertaken in the spirit of genuine
impiementation oi tihe principies and obligations embodied in tne
Finai Act. Wwe are aiso ready to subluit auditional aocumentation
focusing on existing discrepancies between tie laws ang practice,
onh one hand, anud the principies and obligations ot the Finai Act,
on tie other. ‘lhese proposals and initiatives have one purpose
oniy: to eliminate these aiscrepancies;

4. It would aiso contribute to the creation ot a
constructive atmosphere ii the debate on Principie V11 oi the
Final Act and on basket 1il in general iocused on reaching an
agreement stipuliating that the participating states wouid bring
tneir laws and legal practice, especiaily poiice proceuures, into
contormity with Frinciple V11 and the internationai treaties
mentioneud in it, as weli as with the Universal Declaration ot
human Kights. A special coordinating body should be established
tor this purpose, analogous to the U.IN. iwuman kights Conmission
Ltor, tihis Commission couid De asked for assistance in this
matter). it wouid enhance the international reputation ot our
country 1t the Czechoslovak deiegation to the Madria conference
submitted this proposal;

2. An irmportant criterion tor assessing the fulfiilment ot
the principles and obligations of the Final Act is the behavior ot
state autnorities toward citizens' monitoring initiatives.
Ihererore, the constructive atnosphere o1 the Madrid negotiations
would be enhanced by an agreement giving legal recognition and
tull support to such initiatives by tne participating governinents.
A way should be tound aiso to link the concrete activities in
basket 111 with these citizens' monitoring initiatives \perhaps

12



sinutar to the relationship between the U.N. Economic and Sociai
Louncil anu the non-governmental organizations). 1In our opinion,
an initiative by tne CLzechoslovak delegation in this matter would
also enhance the authority ot Czechosiovakia at this conterence.

we woulu be giad, Mr. President, il you receiveu andg
considereud these proposais in the spirit in which they are
submitted. We believe that an understanding ot their purposes
would contribute to the implementation of tiie principles and
obligations ot the Final Act; to the improvement in mutual trust
among states; to increased coniidence of our citizens towara their
government, and to the auvancement oif the cause of peace in
Lurope.

Lnior tunateiy, we are forceu to auu that, in connection with
the preparation of this letter, we - together with some ot our
Irienus - were interrogated in recent weeks and some ot us were
even detained tor 4& hours by the police, without valia reason and
contrary to our laws. We were suspected oi acts and intentions
which run completely counter to the purposes oi this letter as an
tmpartial reauing ot its text woulu convincingly prove.

marie nromadkova
iviios Kejchert
spokespersons ot Charter 77

Prague, Septemver i7, 19&0
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lext of the letter sent to the delegates
ot the Madrid Conference by br. Vaclav benda, Jiri bienstbier
and Vaclav havel ifrom their prison in Czechosiovakia

We are addressing the delegates to the Madrid Conterence trom
a Czechoslovak prison, to whicn we were sentenced for
participating in the Czechosiovak human rights movement Ciarter 77
and tor our work in the Committee for the Detense o1 the Unjustly
Persecuted (VONS) in tihe hope that the discussions andg proceedings
ot the Conterence wili really contribute to the relaxation of
international tensions and assist in averting war and in creating
a premise tor the beginning of reai discussions of disarmament.

On our part, we would like to stress, that tirough our work,
whicih has been directed primarily at the cultural and scientific
areas - which naturally bind all segments of society as well as
all nations and states - we tried to assist in Keeping peace and
stability in rurope anc thus to preserve peaceful unaerstanding in
a woriu really threatened with seii-destruction. Qur
participation in the novement Charter /7 and our work in VOUNS was
and is entirely in harmony with the kFinal Act of the Helsinki
Conference, and, as is evident irom the text of Charter /7, the
Creation ol this movement concerning human rights was actually
motivated vy the Final Act.

Just as the delegates to the helsinki Conterence, we also
consicuer the Final Act to be an integral unit, whose indiviaual
sections can neither be given special prominence nor can they ve
suppresseu. We are convinced that real progress in the dis-
cussions on reiaxation of tensions can be achnieveq only when
relaxation is achieveu in the area ot human and civil rights and
freedoms. Political discrimination against citizens in any
country, retrenchment of democratic principles, monopoiization ot
intormation sources and the media, social discrimination, harass-
ment and persecution ot non-coniormist citizens, suppression of
reiigious lreedoms and expressions ot treedom of conscience,
subordination ot arts and sciences to utilitarian igeologicali
principles ail provoke tension in society and strengthen tihe
repressive functions ot tne state.

kepresentatives of those state systems, in whicn uncontrolled
police and other repressive organs grow stronger or in whicin they
develop, are then, in their nervousness unable to overcome fears
for their own positions of power. Thus the tensions in
internationai relations assist them, in certain circumstances, to
justifiy repressive actions against ali those who take their
propagandist slogans seriously and who insist they they be
translateud into actions.
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we teel, therefore, that in the interest ot the relaxation of
internationai tension, the discussions at the Madrid (onference
should be directed towards the question of human and civil rights
as much as possible. We also teel that it would serve the goais
o1 the Conterence, it the delegates would consider the possibility
01 determining principles according to which tiie signatories of
tie helsinki Finai Act would De obligated to subruit lists o1 their
polltical prisoners and to establiish a conmission which would
examine the justitication for the imprisonment ot these political
prisoners. 1his would be done from the stanapoint of the laws ot
the particular country as welil as trom the standpoint ot the
helsinki Final Act anu the International Covenants on Civil and
Poiitical Kights. The commission would also examine the living
conditions ot the political prisoners and their health. Wwe are
convinced that primarily through democratization and humanization
ot lite in all countries, it will be possible to achieve the goai
which the madrid Conference 1s striving for.

br. Vaclav benaa Jiri Dienstbier Vaclav havel
becember, 1980

NVU hermanice, PS 2, PU i>, PSC 7i3 Gz, Ostrava i>
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LETTER TO CSCE MADLKIL CONFEKENCE FRUM MikOV PKRI1SONEKS

"As political prisoners ot a

point out that Czeclioslovak representatives

socialist state we are forcea 10
in Madrid are lying

wiren they claim that documentation and arguments presented by

others with regard to human rights violations
We ourselves are testimony to

are pure tabrications,
agiscrimination in prisons and are
state that does not observe human
agreements, already accepted, are
possible to agree to conclude new
because we raised the question of
Some ot us

were sentencea under the

in Czechoslovakia
judicial
an embarrassment to justice in a
rights in any way. As long as
not being implemented, i1t is not
agreements. We were sentenced
violations ot human rights.

irmpact ot a spy-scare, while

others were sentenced because they returned home to their famiiies
troni abroad - even though they were promised tnat tney would not
be punished.

"lhese facts alone documnent the approacn to a human being, as
well as to the conditions of the Czechoslovak prison system. INone
oi us are enemies of our people; we are an inconvenience to those
wilo unjustiy govern in the name of the people and who fear for
their position ot power. Many cases present enough documentation
regarding the violation ot the judiciai process, as well as the
impossibility of correcting the situation. <(zechoslovak ofiicial
agencies are not interested in correcting the situation because
they are afraid of the shame it would bring upon them, which wouid
discredit them completely. however, they do not seem to reaiize
that these conditions wiii, in themselves, cause a crisis in
society sooner or later.

"Today, only a few citizens believe in the sort of
ideological purity and humanity which is being presented to them
by the media. They are being confronteu at every step with the
contradiction ot words with reality. ‘the same applies to equality
ot citizens betore the law. As long as this state of attairs
prevails, no citizen can be certain that his hunan rights wiil be
observed and that he wili not be deprived of his property and
employment. This approach to a human being is in direct violation
of accepted obligations in this area of human rights. lnstead
of implementing accepted agreements, the regimne points 'eisewhere'
and calls tacts tabrications, in order to divert attention.

theretore, contirm the rightfulness of the charges

in Maurid and we request that the participants ot the
Conterence, as well as the United Nations and worlid public
opinion, condemn these actions and demand an inmediate release of
poiitical prisoners in Czechoslovakia and strict observance ot
civil and human rights."

"wWe ,
brought up

Political prisoners in NVU, Mirov.

January, i9sl.
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LeTlik FROM CHAKRTER 77
1O 1ht
PkeSIDENY OF THE CSSK, DK. GUSTAV HUSAK

Mr. President!

on September 17, 1960, Charter 77 spokesmen sent you a
letter, which stated their stand with regard to the Conierence on
Security and Cooperation going on in Madrid anad to the discussions
that have taken - and will take place. 1lhey otfterea their
suggestions and recommendations, which, in their view, couid
assist constructive discussions and leaa to the acceptance oif the
necessary conclusions. ‘lhey did not receive an answer to this
letter nor did any oi our otficials express their stana - directiy
or indirectly - with regard to the questions raised in the letter.

we have, thereiore, read with great interest the January z/,
i981 interview of a representative of the CIK (news agency) with
the Chief of the (zechoslovak aelegation to the second phase ot
tirte maurid Conterence wiiich is still in progress in Madrid. we
have noted, with some satistaction, that among the tive proposals
submittea Dy our delegation, is a request tor the participating
states to ratify the International Covenants on human Kights. We
take this as a coniirmation of the stand embodieud in the Final
Act, which you signed, anu which is also expressed in the atore-
mentioned letter, namely, that respect for human rights and funda-
mental treedoms is one of the pasic premises tor peaceful co-
existence and cooperation among nations. We also take this as
contirmation that this question is a legitimate subject for inter-
national discussion, regaraless ot etforts to claim that human
rights problems are the internal attair of each state or that any
stat