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The OSCE PA differs from the intergovernmental arm of the OSCE in that each
participating State has not one voice, but anywhere from two to 17 depending on its population. Substantive decisions by the PA are generally made on the basis of a majority vote, in contrast with the consensus-based decision making
of the OSCE itself, where each state has equal
representation. Majority voting allows parliamentarians, reflecting the strong sentiment of
the participating States, to adopt texts on critical issues that might not find the full consensus
needed among the diplomatic representatives
based in Vienna.

summer annual session. Many relate to democratic development and respect for human
rights among the participating States. When
adopted, these resolutions comprise the final
declaration of an annual session.
Today’s high-profile OSCE work on human trafficking, anti-Semitism, and media freedom began years ago with initiatives undertaken by the
Assembly. More recently, Russia has consistently been taken to task for its deteriorating
human rights performance at home, as well as
for human rights violations associated with the
conflict in Ukraine, including the harassment
and mistreatment of minority groups in occupied Crimea and the abduction and illegal detention of Ukrainian citizens.

For example, for the past four annual sessions,
the OSCE PA has adopted by overwhelming majorities strongly worded resolutions condemning what it has called clear, gross, and uncorrected violations of Helsinki Principles by Russia in its ongoing aggression against neighboring Ukraine, while the Russian representative to
the OSCE regularly denies consensus to anything which would criticize or counter its current behavior at home or abroad.

The 2017 OSCE PA Annual Session, held in July
in Minsk, Belarus, also raised concern about the
recent referendum conducted by Turkey; efforts
to curtail academic freedom, including Hungarian Government attempts targeting of the Central European University; and ongoing ethnic
tensions in the Western Balkans. While a resolution about specific human rights concerns in
Azerbaijan, Belarus, and Russia unfortunately
failed by one vote, it nevertheless had sufficient
support to be considered and allow for a full
debate giving these concerns considerable attention.

Human Dimension Issues of Parliamentary
Concern
The OSCE PA debates issues of current concern
at meetings throughout the year, and it considers resolutions on such issues mainly at its
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Migration and refugee flows and specific aspects
of human trafficking remained high on the
agenda, as they have for some years, while religious discrimination and intolerance as well as
the challenges of new voting technologies found
their place on the agenda. Parliamentarians attending the meeting in Minsk also engaged directly with civil society and opposition leaders
who are working for greater openness and democracy in that country.

sessments despite several perceived shortcomings, including various state and local restrictions on foreign observation.
Like the HDIM, an Opportunity for Wider
Dialogue
Unlike most debates of the OSCE, the OSCE PA
generally opens its debates and consideration of
resolutions for adoption to the public and provides both a live stream and a video archive of
its proceedings.
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The OSCE PA General Committee on Democracy, Human Rights, and Humanitarian Questions
Much of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly’s
work on the Human Dimension takes place under the auspices of the General Committee on
Democracy, Human Rights and Humanitarian
Questions, also known as the Third Committee.
It meets each February during the course of the
OSCE PA Winter Meeting in Vienna, Austria, as
well as in late June or early July during the Annual Session, which was held in Minsk, Belarus,
in 2017, and will be held in Berlin, Germany, in
2018.
In between, three officers represent the committee at other gatherings and within the OSCE
PA leadership. They may also make public
statements on Human Dimension issues.

From left: Vice-Chair Ivana Dobesova, Chair Ignacio Sanchez
Amor, and Rappporteur Kyriakos Kyriakou-Hadjiyianni. Credit:
OSCE PA

The current officers are:

Chair: Ignacio Sanchez Amor of Spain was elected Chair of the General Committee on Democracy, Human

Rights and Humanitarian Questions at the 25th Annual Session in Tbilisi in July 2016, and was re-elected
in 2017 at the 26th Annual Session in Minsk. Sanchez Amor is a member of the Spanish Parliament's
Foreign Affairs Committee and serves as Head of the Spanish Delegation to the OSCE PA. Since 2012, he
has also been the OSCE PA’s Special Representative on OSCE Border Issues. Sanchez Amor was previously vice president of the Association of European Border Regions. He also held a seat in the regional Assembly of Extremadura and served as Deputy President of the government of the region, which is on the
Spain-Portugal border.

Vice-Chair: Ivana Dobesova of the Czech Republic was elected Vice-Chair of the Committee on Democracy,

Human Rights and Humanitarian Questions at the 2015 Annual Session in Helsinki and re-elected at the
2016 Annual Session in Tbilisi and at the 2017 Annual Session in Minsk. Dobesova serves as the Head of
the Delegation of the Czech Republic to the OSCE PA and has been a member of her national parliament
since 2013. Within the Czech Chamber of Deputies she is Vice-Chair of the Committee on Science, Education, Culture, Youth and Sports and a member of the Committee on Petitions and the Sub-Committee on
Migration. Dobesova also serves as a substitute member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe. She has been an active participant in OSCE PA election observation activities since joining the
Assembly, participating in missions to countries including Hungary, Ukraine, the United States, the United
Kingdom, and Turkey.

Rappporteur: Kyriakos Kyriakou-Hadjiyianni of Cyprus was elected Rapporteur of the General Committee
on Democracy, Human Rights and Humanitarian Questions at the 2016 Annual Session in Tbilisi and reelected at the 2017 Annual Session in Minsk. He has been a Member of the House of Representatives of
Cyprus since 2006, where he serves as Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on Educational Affairs
and Culture. He is also a Member of the Committee on Refugees-Enclaved-Missing-Adversely Affected Persons. He has previously served on his parliament’s Committee on the Environment; the Committee on
Energy, Trade, Industry, and Tourism; the Committee on Foreign and European Affairs; the Committee on
Internal Affairs, and the Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources. He was also a member of the
Economic and Social Committee of the European Union from 2003 to 2004.
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About the Helsinki Commission
The Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, also known as the U.S. Helsinki Commission, is an independent agency of the Federal Government charged with monitoring compliance with
the Helsinki Accords and advancing comprehensive security through promotion of human rights,
democracy, and economic, environmental and military cooperation in 57 countries. The Commission
consists of nine members from the U.S. Senate, nine from the House of Representatives, and one
member each from the Departments of State, Defense, and Commerce.
Learn more at www.csce.gov.
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For more information on Co-Chairman Smith’s work as Special Representative, see
https://www.oscepa.org/about-osce-pa/special-representatives/human-trafficking-issues. For additional details on Senator
Cardin’s work as Special Representative, see http://www.oscepa.org/about-osce-pa/special-representatives/anti-semitism.
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