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Dana Francis 
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration 
U.S. Department of State 
 
Dana Francis is serving as both the Director of the Office of Assistance for Europe, Central Asia, and the 
Americas, and Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration at 
the U.S. Department of State.  She has been a Foreign Service Officer since 1999, serving overseas in El 
Salvador, Colombia, Belgium, and Cameroon.  
 
In Washington, she has worked on issues related to Sudan, West Africa, and the Balkans, and as a fellow 
in the office of U.S. Senator Chris Coons.  She has focused primarily on political and refugee issues and 
has served twice as a Regional Refugee Coordinator, in Bogota and Brussels.   
 
Prior to joining the State Department, Dana worked as a newspaper reporter, as an NGO program officer, 
and as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Burkina Faso.  She is a graduate of Middlebury College and the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy. 
 
 
H.E. Marek Magierowski 
Ambassador of Poland to the United States 
 
Marek Magierowski graduated from the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan with a degree in Hispanic 
Studies, before working as a reporter, editor, and columnist for over 20 years. He was, among others, the 
deputy head of the economic desk at “Gazeta Wyborcza,” the head of the foreign affairs desk and the 
business section at the “Newsweek Polska” weekly, and the deputy editor-in-chief of “Forum.” From 2006-
2011, Magierowski was the deputy editor-in-chief of “Rzeczpospolita.” He regularly wrote columns on 
foreign policy for the “Uważam Rze” and “Do Rzeczy” weeklies.  
 
In October 2015, he left journalism to work for the Chancellery of the President of the Republic of Poland 
as an expert on public diplomacy and was subsequently appointed Head of the Press Office of the 
Chancellery of the President.  
 
From June 2017 to May 2018, Magierowski served as Undersecretary of State at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. Magierowski then served as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
Poland to the State of Israel from June 25, 2018, to November 2021. 
 
 
 



Irina Manelis, Esq. 
Principal, Manelis Law 
 
Irina Manelis has practiced immigration law for the past decade and is the founder of Manelis Law, where 
her practice areas include family reunification, naturalization, humanitarian relief, removal defense, 
employment-based visas, and appellate and litigation advocacy. She has been named to SuperLawyers 
Rising Stars for Virginia every year since 2018, and to the Virginia Business Legal Elite for Immigration 
Law every year since 2019.  
 
Irina has served as a panelist for Continuing Legal Education seminars, presented at community forums, 
and published editorials on a wide array of immigration law topics. She is admitted to practice law in 
Virginia, the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit, and graduated magna cum laude from the University of Richmond School of Law where 
she was a member of the McNeill Law Society, Order of the Coif, and the Trial Advocacy, Client 
Counseling and Negotiation, and Alternative Dispute Resolution Society Boards.  
 
As a child, Irina immigrated to the United States from Odesa, Ukraine, and she continues to be inspired by 
the deep resilience, integrity, and grace of her family and the clients she serves. 


