
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
EUROPEAN ENERGY SECURITY POST-RUSSIA 

 
Witness Biographies  

 
 
Yuriy Vitrenko 
CEO, Naftogaz Ukraine 
 
Since April 2021, Yuriy Vitrenko has been the CEO of Naftogaz of Ukraine, the largest Ukrainian energy 
and state-owned company. Prior to that, he held different positions throughout Naftogaz, as: Executive 
Director (2018-2020), Chief Operating Officer (2018), Chief Commercial Officer (2016-2018), and 
Managing Director for International Business (2015-2016). In those positions, he focused on reforming the 
energy sector, ensuring Ukraine’s energy security, driving market reforms, and promoting European 
integration of Ukraine’s gas sector. Between 2020-2021, Mr. Vitrenko served as an Acting Minister of 
Energy of Ukraine.  
 
Among Yuriy’s most important accomplishments are the successful arbitration of cases against Gazprom, 
which were resolved in accordance with the rules of the Arbitration Institute of the Stockholm Chamber of 
Commerce, as well as diversifying sources of natural gas, which allowed Ukraine to eliminate its critical 
dependence on Gazprom. He initiated and successfully led the implementation of projects on developing a 
competitive wholesale gas market in Ukraine and its integration into the EU market.  
 
Yuriy Vitrenko was a CEO at the investment company AYA Capital and COO at private equity fund Amstar 
Europe, a subsidiary of the U.S.-based investment management company Amstar (2008-2010). Between 
2005-2006, Yuriy worked as an Associate at the London office of investment bank Merrill Lynch.  
 
Yuriy started his career in PricewaterhouseCoopers LLC (1998-2002) on the position of a Senior Consultant 
in the Management Consulting Services department, after graduating from Kyiv National University of 
Economics.  
 
Yuriy holds an MBA from the INSEAD international business school (France, Singapore). 
 
 
Constanze Stelzenmüller 
Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution 
 
Ms. Stelzenmüller is an expert on German, European, and trans-Atlantic foreign and security policy and 
strategy. She is the inaugural holder of the Fritz Stern Chair on Germany and trans-Atlantic Relations in 
the Center on the United States and Europe at Brookings. From March 2020 to December 2020, she was a 
senior fellow in the Center on the United States and Europe. She held the Kissinger Chair on Foreign Policy 
and International Relations at the Library of Congress from October 2019 to March 2020. She served as the 
inaugural Robert Bosch Senior Fellow at Brookings from 2014 to 2019. 
 



Prior to working at Brookings, she was a senior transatlantic fellow with the German Marshall Fund of the 
United States (GMF), where she directed the influential Transatlantic Trends survey program. Her areas of 
expertise include: transatlantic relations; German foreign policy; NATO; the European Union’s foreign, 
security, and defense policy; international law; and human rights.  
 
Stelzenmüller is the former director of GMF’s Berlin office. From 1994 to 2005, she was an editor for the 
political section of the German weekly DIE ZEIT, where she had also served as defense and international 
security editor and covered human rights issues and humanitarian crises. From 1988 to 1989, she was a 
visiting researcher at Harvard Law School. She has also been a GMF campus fellow at Grinnell College in 
Iowa, a Woodrow Wilson Center public policy scholar in Washington, D.C., and a member of the Remarque 
Forum – a conference series of the Remarque Institute at New York University.  
 
Stelzenmüller’s essays and articles, in both German and English, have appeared in a wide range of 
publications. Her dissertation, “Direkte Demokratie in den Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika,” was 
published in 1994 by Nomos. She is also a frequent commentator on American and European radio and 
television, including Presseclub (ARD), National Public Radio, and the BBC. Stelzenmüller is a governor 
of the Ditchley Foundation and a fellow of the Royal Swedish Society for War Sciences.  
She has worked in Germany and the United States, and speaks English, French, German, and Spanish. 
Stelzenmüller holds a doctorate in law from the University of Bonn (1992), a master’s degree in public 
administration from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University (1988), and a law degree 
from the University of Bonn (1985). 
 
 
Dr. Benjamin L. Schmitt 
Research Associate, Harvard University  
Senior Fellow, Democratic Resilience Program, Center for European Policy Analysis 
 
Dr. Schmitt is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow and Project Development Scientist at the Harvard-
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics. At Harvard, Benjamin focuses on the development of instrumentation 
and infrastructure for next-generation Antarctic experimental cosmology facilities at the South Pole. From 
2015-2019 Benjamin served as European Energy Security Advisor at the U.S. Department of State where 
he advanced diplomatic engagement vital to the energy and national security interests of the Transatlantic 
community, with a focus on supporting the resilience of NATO’s Eastern Flank as it faced Russian malign 
energy activities and disinformation campaigns. While at the State Department, Schmitt also served as the 
2015 IEEE Department of State Science and Technology Policy fellow. 
 
Benjamin has been an invited lecturer on European national security issues, advanced energy technologies, 
and science and technology policy at a number of top universities. He is partnered with the Duke University 
Center for International and Global Studies “Rethinking Diplomacy” Project to advance research focused 
on better integrating practitioners of science and technology into the senior U.S. national security and 
foreign policy enterprise. Benjamin continues to publish Transatlantic national security analysis across top 
U.S. and European publications.   
 
Before entering government, Schmitt served as a NASA Space Technology Research Fellow while pursuing 
doctoral research at the University of Pennsylvania. He received both M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in 
experimental physics from the University of Pennsylvania. Schmitt has also previously served as a U.S. 
Fulbright Research Fellow to the Max-Planck-Institute for Nuclear Physics in Heidelberg, Germany. He 
holds a B.S. in Physics and Astronomy, and a B.A. in both Mathematics and Modern German Languages 
and Cultures from the University of Rochester.  



Benjamin is an Eastman School of Music trained opera singer with multiple leading operatic roles on his 
resume and has performed the national anthems of both the U.S. and many European nations at European 
embassy national days in Washington. He resides in Boston, Massachusetts. 


