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A CHILD’S LIFE IN SARAJEVO

THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 1994

COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE
Washington, DC.

The Commission met in room 562 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, Washington, DC, at 10 a.m.,. Hon. Dennis DeConcini,
Chairman, presiding.

Present: Hon. Dennis DeConcihi, Chairman; Hon. Steny H.
Hoyer, Co-Chairman; Commissioners Hon. ‘Barbara Mikulski, Hon.
gdw%rd Markey, Hon. Frank McCloskey, and Hon. Chnstopher H.

mit:

Also present: Hon. Rosa L. DeLauro, a Representatlve in Con-

ess from the State of Connecticut, "and ‘Hon. Dennis. -Eckart,

ormer Representative in Congress frOm the State of Ohio. .

((ilhalrman DECONCINI. The Hel$inki Commissior “will come to
order

T'd like to welcome everyorie here to the most recent and unique
hearing of the Helsinki Commxssmn 6n, the conflict in Bosnia
Hercegovina. Our witness toda fy is Zlata Filipovic, a 13-year-old giri
from Sarajevo, whose diary ‘of the war period has just been pub-
lished here in the United States.

All too frequently, policymakers-and even the public look at war-
fare, aggression and genocide in terms of great power politics and
strateglc 1interests.

Through the innocent, unbiased eyes of this young lady who is
before us today, we come to realize-the horrible impact of the per-
petual and senseless shelling of a peaceful and beautiful clty on its
multi-ethnic population. People whose-daily lives are subject to the
constant threat of the sniper bullets and the need to find ‘food,
water and safe warm shelter; children whose childhood is brutally
taken from them and replaced with ‘horrors most of us.never expe-
rience in a lifetime; chlldren who, instead of being taught. the val-
ues of love towards one’s nelghbor are shown by hideous examples
how to hate and even kill a fellow human being because he or she
is of different backgrournd or religion.

And as we listen to Zlata today and her story, we can on]y won-
der why this had to happen to the people of Sarajevo and Bosnia-
Hercegovina, and why it wasn’t stopped as soon as it became evi-
dent what was going on.

We want to thank you, Zlata, for taking the time and for being
available for people to listen to you and to be here today at the
hearings.

I'll now yield to the Ranking Member, the Co-Chairman, Mr.
Hoyer, and other members as they come in.

(1)
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Co-Chairman HOYER. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Zlata, I too am very pleased to welcome you here to our hearing.
I have three daughters. They're much older than you. But then
again I'm older than your folks, so that is understandable. But we
want to welcome as well your parents here. How incredibly proud
they must be and ‘how incredibly proud the:young:people that we
have in the audience, some of whom have gottén your autograph
on your book. I know that that makes you proud, hopefully, as it
ought to, because you have shown courage and insight in your book
that I’ve had the opportunity to read.

I never met Anne Frank and many have compared you to Anne
Frank, both_young persons of insight, young persons who express
the feelings that they haye as they see their lives disrupted. by
adults who all ‘too often do things. that are not civilized, do’ thirigs
that are against all of our religious principles, do things ‘against
families, and most tragically do things against children. You've Spo-
ken up’and spoken -ouf and you've captured the imagination and
the attention of the world and that is very, very iriportant.

I'd like to introduce ‘Some young people who are not quite as
ﬁoun_g_._as you. They're seniors in high school..Zlata, what would you

e, a Tth grader, 8thigrader? |

Ms: FiLeovic. Seventh or 8th.

Co-Chairman HOYER. Seventh. or 8th. Your schooling. has beei
some disrupted. So, they’'ve been luckier than you in many ways.
‘But I'd.like the 12th graders and Mr. Larry, Roberson, who:I've
had the opportunity to meet, from the Colonial. Beach High School
to stand up and be welcomed: We appreciate. your being here.
Thank you very much. You can be seated pow.. . ... .. ... ..
Zlata, we appreciate your agreeing to-appear here.and we thank
your. parents for allowing you:to do that and accompanying you.: »

As a parent myself who has investments in, his.children as well,
you must be incredibly proud of Zlata, appropriately so.. She obvi-
ously reflects the love and the deep sense of justice and caring that
you have:taught her. So, we-congratulate you for, being here with
her and for being a part of her.

I want to welcome you to Washington, DC, the capital of the
United States, where we:discuss a-lot of big issues. But sometimes
we forget the people that are affected by the issues we discuss. You
so well embody the people that are.the real players, if you will, in
all of the policies that are discussed, good and bad, in governments
all over the world. Everyone is very impressed with your observa-
tions, your maturity and your ability to express your views in Eng-
lish. For many of us who are much older than you and have been
to school a lot longer, our facility with language is so much more
limited than yours. We admire you for that. =~ - :

In her diary, as so many of you probably know, Zlata’s surprise
and inability to explain why such a horrible conflict came to her
home two years ago reflects not her youthful naiveté, but intel-
ligence and understanding. Her story reveals that this did not have
to happen. It certainly was not inevitable. Her story reveals that
the constant bombardment of Sarajevo cannot be explained to the
point that it becomes acceptable, reasonable or justified. As Chair-
man DeConcini points out, “it only makes us ask why.”
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I'd also like to point out something which Zlata already knows.
Not only is she smart and mature, she is in .some respects lucky.
While she had to live through much of the siege of ‘Sarajevo,. she
survived it:to the point where she was able to leave. Other children
did not survive, such, as the six, as young-as five and as old as 12,
killed by a shell on January 22nd, when they wrongfully felt that
the shelling had slowed enough for them to do some sledding with-
out much danger. Young people, how many of us over this' past
winter here in the Washington Metropolitan area, have gone out-on
a hill, gotten on a sled -and had afreat‘.-time' and not worried about
what really -evil: people .would do,” unconcerned -about the:.con-
sequences. oftheir acts,.trying: to further political -ends :when the
payment for those political ends was the lives of young children: -

Fifteen hundred children, some younger, some older than Zlata;
are known to have been killed by shells and sniper fire -alone just
in Sarajevo. Fifteen thousand children—from-the besieged region
still under Bosnian control. Many of the children that did survive
are still there. I mentioned in our last hearing that the United Na-
tions has found that many of the children of Sarajevo, as you know,
Zlata, reveal passive suicidal tendencies;unlike Zlata, not caring to
protect themselves because they feel a sense of imminent deom
anyway, a sense of no future. Too many of our.children even in:this
country reflect that. _

While the threat to Sarajevo has recently been eased, hopefully
for good; these. children..will bear the emotional scars of the death
and destruction which'has surrounded them for the rest of their
lives, not to mention the physical.effects of malnutrition and a lack:
of medical care. _ _ )

" Mr. Chairman, T ask the balance of my statement be included in
the record. ’

‘Zlata, we want to hear from you. Not just:for your own insights,
but the fact that you reflect the hopes and aspirations, the love, the
joy, the fearsof so many of your generation, and how important it
is that those in policy levels remember that ultimately the policies
that-we adopt impact on- the:children:of the world,

We're pleased to have you here. Thank vou very much; Zlata.

Congressman McCloskey? ,

Mr. McCLoskEY. Thank you very much, Senator, Mr. Chairman.
Tt's: an honor to be here with Zlata. '

I have two copies of the book. Quite frankly, with my schedule
lately, I've just been able to read brief sections. But it's an eloquent
and moving statement that probably-is significant to us in govern-
mental. or political leadership. The book is going to have a positive
impact on the resolution of the war. I guess from one of the pas-
sages I read, it was movingly stated-something to the effect, Mr.
Chairman, that the grownups are at it again. In essence, the
grownups of all ethnic backgrounds, particularly the Serbian ele-
ments that have been at fault in this horrible carnage.

‘T would also like to commend the administration. In recent weeks
we have had a more assertive and realistic policy, but even as we
talk, war and death not only go on in Sarajevo, but also in Maglaj,
Screbrenica—indeed throughout the region. So, I hope Zlata’s visit
today will be an inspiration for us to continue to press the adminis-
tration for an even better focus to improving recent efforts.
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Mr. Chairman, thank you very much.

‘Chairman DECONCINI. Senator Mikulski? )

Senator MIKULSKL' Hello, Zlata. -I'm- Senator Barbara Mikulski,
one .of seven women in the United States Senate. In-all: of Amer-
ican-history, there have only been 17 of us: So, we - want to welcome
you because we know you’re a pioneer too. I guess you must won-
der how strange the American parliament is that we invite you to
testify and-then we give all the speeches. To say we: wantto listen
to you.and then we take a half an hour talking,.

o, we want you to feel so.at-ease here among the friends that
you have here who are supportive of lifting the siege at Sarajevo
and I believe looking so. forward to hearing you tell-the story from
the eyes of .a young woman because so often when we think of war
we think of men, we think of guns, we: think of no-fly. zones. We
think of that but we:don’t think about the lives of people and:how
hard it must have been to worry about food or freedom, school or

pla 5

S}c,)’, I'm not going to.give a speech. I do want to listen to you and
we hope that your life and the life of all the children of Sarajevo
and around the world is better..Thank you for writing your diary
so:we could learn more about it.

Ms.. FiLpovic. Thank you for listening.

Chairman DECONCINI. Congresswoman DeLauro.

Ms. DELAURO. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. .

Zlata, welcome as-well.. I'm Rosa DeLauro and I am from the
State of Connecticut, and-Fm a member of the House of Represent-
atives:. As Senator Mikulski pointed out, there are seven women in
the Senate, there are 48 women in the House of Representatives,
and we.need.every:day-to-have more there. There’s only 48 out.of
435. Indeed and in fact, you are a pioneer. '

I 'have two daughters, two:step-daughters, who are now in their
20’s. So, it’s with great pleasure that I welcome -you here: this
morning. As I think back ‘a very long time ago,given.my-age today,
to when 1 was 13.years old; I .did not have to think about war, nor
did my girls; or where-a hot meal .was coming from; or the.tragedy
of a friend: dying. I didn’t have to think about what that was: about.
You have had that experience and you've been very brave in-the
way that you have dealt with these experiences. You-have had ex-
periences that no' child should have and:that’s to have-your child-
hood taken away from you.

Unfortunately, we can’t give that back here. That’s not.in our
power. No one can give that back. But by talking to you today, by
listening to you today, maybe we can begin:to understand a little
bit of what you have gone through and how we can help children
when the war is over and how we can help children now who are
experiencing what you have.

I have a great deal of admiration for you and what you have
done. Thougf we were not there with you, you have helped us
through your words and through your emotions to begin a little bit
to understand what it’s about. We also understand what a tremen-
dous waste of life there has been. Your sparkling eyes have helped
us to see these kinds of things. For that we will be grateful to you.
We hope that, in fact, we can take a lesson from what you tell us
here today and do something positive with it.
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Thank you very much. -
Chairman DECONCINI. Congressman Markey?

Mr. MARKEY. Thank you, Senator, and I want to.thank you, Rep-
resentative Hoyer, for conducting-this hearing today..

.1 just want to thank you because I think you are going to make
it easier for :the Unit_e,(f States to_help you to begin a new diary
which is more optimistic and: more hopeful for the future of your
country: I look.forward to your.te.stimoniz,becausev I think. that it’s

oing to help our country to.understand the moral responsibility we
ﬁa;ye»to make sure that those trolleys that we saw.running on the
front page of the New York Times yesterday in Sarajevo .for the
first time. in two-years continue to run and that you can return to
a peaceful country.

Thank you. _

Chairmian DECoNCINL. We're very pleased to have former Con-
gressman Dennis Eckart here today. '

- Congressman, we welcome you. You've been an outspoken voice
in this area for many, many years..Do you have any comments or
opening statement?

Mr. ECKART. I've given that up.

Chairman DECONCINE Yes, we should too, I suspect.

Zlata, thank you very much, Do you:have any statement you'd
like to make? We have ‘a number of questions we, would. like-to-ask
you.to respond to, but perhaps you'd like to open with somie re-
marks. '

TESTIMONY OF ZLATA FILIPOVIC, AUTHOR, “ZLATA’S DIARY: A
CHILD’S'LIFE"IN SARAJEVO”

Ms. FiLpovic. I'would like to tell you that this 1s what happened
to mé and what I will tell you. It’s not only my story, it's' a story
of all the childrenthere. T am lucky to survive and lucky. to be
here, to- get out of that hell. But a lot of them stayed. So; I will
be the one’ who will ‘talk in their name, because it’s not only my
story, because any child from Sarajevo in Bosnia could sit here and
tell yoii thie same story: ' o

Chairman. DECONCINIL: Thank you. Let me just ask you if you can
give us a-little background before the war and-the involvéement in
the community. of "Saira;'evo;.What was it like living there with the
different ethnic:groups? Was'it a-good life? Was it a happy life and
was there violence? Can you tell us a little bit about what ‘it was
before the war?

Ms. Fiuipovic. It was a great life. For me it wasn’t important
that any of my friends were of different religion or which national-
ity he was. It was f"u-st important that he is a good friend, or she,
and that we just played together. We went to music school today,
to school, to tennis, to skiing. Everywhere we went together and all
of us were together and no one ever knew which religion. It wasn’t
1mportant.

Chairman DECONCINI. Before the war, did you travel, you and
your family, through Bosnia-Hercegovina and was there any dan-
ger of traveling in certain areas that had one large ethnic group
or another one? :

Ms. FiLipovic. No, never. I traveled all around Bosnia. I don’t
know. It’s difficult for me to explain everything because for me it
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was just normal life and everything was great. I didn’t need any-
thing, but it was efiough for. me. Like every child deserved to: live
and to travel everywhere and.everywhere was safe.

Chairman DECONCINL -I'm going to ask someone ‘to:-keep. time
here for us for ten minutes, please. ,

Let ‘me ask you about, Zlata, yourdiary. ‘You make some: ref-
erence there about you.didn’t feel Sarajevo. would be:shelled. and
become part of the war, particularly when Dubrovnik was under at-
tack by the Croatians and the. Serbs. Why. was that or is that cor-
rect, and why was it that-you had some feeling that Sarajevo ‘might
be spared, or did you? - '

Ms. Fiupovic. Well, I'didn’t because I believed: that because all
of us lived together and all of us love each other that with'that love
we will get that war, love will kill that war, that leve will win.
That all love; because all our friends, all of us live together and
iove each other and we believe-that that love ‘will win and that

oveé——
~ Chairman DECONCINI:' So you thought the war would not come
to Sarajevo? 4 S

Ms. Fipovic, No. Well, a lot of people tilked.about it but we

were naive. We thought with that love we can win everything. *
- “Chairnian DECONCINI. Can you; tell us—so much. of it is in your
book, but can you give us ‘what an average day is like or was like,
still is"if you' were there, since the ‘war began in Sarajevo? ‘What
was your day like when you woke up in the morning and what did
you proceed to do.and what ‘were the dangers?

Ms. FiLpovic. Well, the:dangers,-F couid have two kind of days.
[ could have a day when, I have shooting or a day when it’s more
shooting or a day when there is no_shooting. When! it's shooting,
[ 'sometimes :must gét 'up at’3, 4'in the, morning- from a warm: bed,
from a dréamland. Usually I dream about péace, about my friends,
about, beach. I 'have to wake up and.go-to reality, gd',tb'_thé},cellan,
the ‘cold cellar, wet cellar,.and: stay there. until it s -finished. "You
never know. Evérything depends. Sometimes I ¢an stay all ‘day,
sometimes just a few hours. Everything depends. ' '
_ But it’s very bad-when, you just.-Ifeel best. when: I was in bed
oecause I could dream about everything and.it was a safe, place for

me. I could escape from reality. And:then-I just hear sounds,.noise,
:he shooting, shelling, bombing,. bullets, and then I have to wake
ap and go to the cellar. Then, I have to dress very quickly and then
70 to the cellar.. S , "

~ If there is no big shooting, usually I get up at about 7 and then
[ have to go to the bathroom to wash. But I see there is no running
vater, there is no—cold running water. especially, not hot running
vater. Then I have only one glass of water and I can wash my face
1 little bit and wash my hands, but do everything with one glass,
vith one jug. And go again from the warm bed to cold bathroom
ind then to cold kitchen where my: mother and father are trying
'0 heat a hittle bit, trying to burn the wood in a wood stove to pre-
»are some tea or something to drink warm. Then I eat something
f we have something, what I can eat because everything has the
;?me taste. Sometimes I can’t eat because I couldn’t eat those kind
if tastes.
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Then 1 go to- my room.or stay in the room where there is heat
and maybe read.or sometimes, when :it’s-not too dangerous; go to
one dangerous room and just play piano a:little bit.:But most of
the time, I read. But sometimes I couldn’t concentrate;on reading
because I was nervous, very nervous-because everywhere I want to
go there, I -want to go there; I'm:nervous, I'm cold: Then.I. can’t con-
centrate on:reading also.

Then maybe we have some lunch, some rice.-or:some‘beans or
something, and then we go to eollect water in:on€ place: where. we
can stay there for about an hour, sometimes hour and a half, some-
times: 2 hours, It depends.. Then I go home and then it's:getting
dark and it’s the worst part of day because we don’t have any. can-
dles, we don’t hayve. any _l-iiht. Then we're-just sitting-in-the dark
and we spent 2 years thinking and talking. Se, sometimes. we: feel
so. useless because you're:just sitting and.waiting until it's- about
8 and then go to bed. It’s the worst period. of the .day, those min-
utes getting dark and.when it’s dark you feel so useless: You,don’t
feel lﬁgé,é_l_ghhman,ﬂ'being._. _ _ _, ‘

‘Chairman DECONCINI. .Thank you. You:had some of your:friends
who_are no, ,IQnggr_a'liv'e and you saw. them get ixi'grég and die or
what happéned? Can you give us one or th".ethlees?f~ PR

Ms. FiLipovic. Yes.~I had one friend. Well, she v

Ms, FILIPOVIC. Yes-1 had on: vasn’t. iy best
friend, but T went with her to '

kindergarten. and very often. we

played in the park. Then orié day; it was May 7,1992, it was begin-
ning war and all the childreén went out.-Agdin I believed that

with love, with, play, with singing, that they can wi

vith love, wi | 1 that war, that
love, is stronger than a war, that’ :'death, And

nt

, n 8 wr, thatlove is stronger than & death, And
théy went out, all the children; and they called me al
morning. But I don’t know, my mother say it’s, too” quiet. "Whe
knows? Maybe ‘something, could Happen. So, I wait at the house.
was a little bit angry becatse I s6¢ all the children outside. I we
éd also to go outside; go in'the sur, to go and study nature in, the
park. Then, in just morents,” one detonation and" then'.a lot of
gtréams; a lot of erying. Then we went to the cellar to wait, maybe
because sometimes when you*hear- one bomb, it's very-often that
there comes another and’a‘third-oné’on the same placée! After 1 find
out that all the children who, were in the park; all my friends, all
of them were wounded: Sonie-of*thiem stayed in hospitals. Some of
them - came back home: and one friend, she ‘was—her name ‘is
Nina—very badly wounded: and doctors tried to help her, but they
couldn’t because she had the shrapnel in hér brain. T don’t khow.
She died.

Chairman DECONCINI: Thank you.

Congressman Hoyer?

Co-Chairman HOYER. Zlata, why did your friends think this was
going on?

Ms. FiLrovic. Excuse me?

Co-Chairman HoOYER. Why did your friends think this was hap-
pening? Why did they think there was war in Sarajevo? -

Ms. Fiuipovic. Well, we don’t know. The children really don’t
know. I don’t know, because it’s just one day I was at school and
‘tomorrow was Saturday, just a normal day, and then Sunday one
girl was dead and then there was a lot of bombing. They just know
that the war came, that every moment they can be killed, that they
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don’t have .food, they don’t- have-electricity, that sometime their
parents go:out on a job and they-don’t know: if they are seeing them
for the-last time. So,:it’s just one-big mess and nobody knows why
it happened. Well, the children don’t.

- Co-Chairman- HOYER:. Did<yeu hear ‘your parents talking about
it? Did: other young people that were in. your:class'hear their par-
ents talking about it and- did they say anything: about why-their
parents:thought the war was occurring?”

Chairman-DECONCINIL ‘Push it a little closer, Jane, please, if you
can: Thahk you. _ _

Ms.: FiLipovic. My parents: tried. My parents sometimes talked
about it, but they didi’t ‘want to*talk with me. They said, “You are
too young. You-are a child: It’s too hard for you.” And they also
talked-about:l€aving. Do we- have to leave- or ‘hot.  Théy talk ‘and
they were interested ‘and -all of us 'are full' of questions why it hap-
pened-and why-it still lasts.’ o
- -Co-Chairman HOYER. Among -your . classmates, was. there ‘any
choosing of sides or did everybody feel that they were together? Do
you know what I tmean? ‘Were they-saying that this group is right
or the other group is right or were all of you feeling that you were
together in this? = L |

“Ms. FiLipovic. Well, we weré together in this because every time
when you hear, shooting, all the children, all the people.have to go
to ‘the cellar, Nobody asked are .you'a Serb or Croat’ or Muslim or
Jew. You are just,-all of you, in danger and all of them are going
together in the cellar and wait together. It’s jiist that theére are peo-
ple in.Sarsdjevo _and people around Sarajeve who are killing them,
just good and bad people. _ ' N S

Co-Chairman’ HOYER. When you went-out, did you-have an. op-
portiiniity of seeing the United Nations soldiers? o

Ms. Fiueovic. Well, I see them in.the cars and also, they were
godd because one group of:.children went to one building where they
are. And we also go because a. dentist was there, so every time
when we go.there they give us some, chocolates, small chocolates;
and it was.so big for us to see a chocolate or chewing gum: or some-
thing. That means a lot to us. L o

Co-Chairman. HOYER. What was: the feeling of the. people you
talked to, both your classmates and others, adults that you may
have talked with, about the U.N. soldiers?

Ms. FiLipovic. Well, people didn’t know -that they are there to
bring the food. They believe also that they come there like soldiers
to bring the peace. Well, it’s great what they are doing, their: job -
to bring food. But people believe that they are there for peace, they
‘have a mission to bring the peace. ‘But they have another mission,
to bring the food. I think what they’ve done is a great job because
probably all of us will be dead because I know—before they brought
the first packages in Sarajevo, first food, first medicines, they—we
all of us were in—and we didn’t have any food, anything. So, prob-
ably all of us will die of hunger if they didn’t come.

Co-Chairman HOYER. Did you feel safer when they were around?

Ms. FiLipovic. Well, when they arrived, just a few days before
the war, I was sure that they arrived in Sarajeve and then I was
sure that they want the war because United Nation troops are
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there: So, it’s impossible.:.I don’t know. Also, when. they shoot some-
time in their buildings where they were. So, it-wasn’t so safe. -

Co-Chairman HOYER. So.you didn’t:really—after-the war began,
after they came, and you were shelled, you didn’t feel that they
were} making it safer, although they were bringing food and medi-
cine’

Ms. FiLpovic: Well, yes. Well, they were:safer, 1 believe, because
when they—I believe- ‘that when they'’re still in" SaraJevo Sara_]evo
can still be a little bit alive.

Co-Chairman HOYER. Zlata, have you had any chance to talk to
your friénds since the shelhng stopped recently"

Ms. FiLirovic. Well, my friends, almost“all of them, went out in
the begmnmg and only one frlend was still in: SaraJevo but she
was so‘far away 'because she was across the Tiver."It was’ one
bridge,where there always were snipers. So, we’ couldn’t go there.
Sometimes before' the war 1 could go-for 2 mlnutes t0 “her-house:
But then it 'was So far, it was like in anothér town ancther coun-
try, another ‘world. That small river, that small bndge it was sea,
like- an ocean for:us:

Co-Chairmarni HOYER. Zlata, this 1s the last ‘question I'll: ask
What did your classmates think of themselves as? Let me tell ; you
what T mean by thaf. If I asked all- the young people who aré in
the “12th’ grade’ behm‘d*'you “What"are you in terms of country"‘”
the‘};"would say they were Americans, What would your classmates
say? o
Ms. Fiuipovic. Well, - , they wuuxu say Bosnians or children from
Sarajevo. L don’t, know Children, for them it’s not important, for
children ‘which I know. Of course: “there are some, children who
t]hln of that ",that somebody is: Croat, somebody is Serb..But.those
are  ch “who lést maybe their parentsj,. their. brothers They
must feel that difference, I don’t know. It’s, understandable that
they feel a little bit of those’ dlﬂ'erences But the children who I
know that didn’t lose a close family member, they arestill like we
are from Bosnia. We are from’ Sarajevo.

Co-Chairman HOYER. Thank you..

Chairman, DECONCINI Senator, Mikulski?.

Senator MIKULSKI. Zlata, my friend, Congressman Hoyer, asked
many .of my questions. But you talked .about. how many of your
friends left, I guess were evacuated. ‘When we think about how to
help: the children of Sargjevo and seme. of the other cities ‘that are
being hit by shell fire, do you think the children should be evacu-
ated to a safer place? Do you think their families should be evacu-
ated? Do you think we should take everybody out of the town until
the peace can come, or do you think all these—or we should Just
try to keep the cease-fire going?

Ms. Fivipovic. That’s difficult. Of course, it’s better that all of
them stay in their houses, in their homes, with their parents, with
their families. It’s much better if it’s peace there and if it’s food
there,. it’s electricity, water there, so they can live normal life in
their homes. It's difficult also to be a refugee. It’s not so easy be-
cause especially I see through myself because I have so much fam-
ily there and all of them. I have my parents here, but we feel lone-
ly because we don’t have anybody who is ours.
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Senator MIKULSKI. I think you've told ‘a story ofwhat it means
to be a refugee. I know 'you're a good: student and I .don’t know.if
you know that 85 percent of all the refugees in the world are either
women or children. Did you know that? Because the men-are often
at the wars and so on:

What do you—let’s say—I want to look ahead. I want to be opti-
mistic. Let’s say:that the cease-fire holds and maybe even:a peace
agreement. 'What -do you think, will- be important: to do . with - the
families and the children after the war is:over? ,

'Ms, FiLrovic. The families and: women and children. who are
out, for them the best thing to do.isto bring those families: together
again. But.I don’t know how it will look after two years of this.

. Senator MIKULSKI. Well, you. know, I'm going-to ask you some-
thing else. Many.years ago, I was a social worker and helped chil-
dren who -had been abused ,by-their own. families. We find- that

“often. for children who have gone through, terrible: situations, where
they've seen gﬁga,t, horrors, they have to.tell their story in:some
t

way or the ot er. They. have to heal. They, have to.get well, It’s

being with their family, it's food, it’s school, but.there will be. other

things .that.are necessary. You wrote, your diary. Did.your:diary
hélp:you survive?,

Ms, Fiupovic. Yes. Well, it helped me because I wanted to,talk

with_somebody. I"wanted, to tell some_ things, to somebody and I
didn’t have any of my friends. As 1 said, my friends are:across, the
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ocean, that river. All my friends went out. My pérents were too oc:

cupied about everything that happened. They were worried about
the political situafion and’ water, electricity, for me, what will they
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childhood’ and  afferwards to havé memories. Then

the war that I have a frierid there and that T can’speak with that
friend, I'can tell things to that friend, ~ =~ o

“Senator ‘MIKULSKI, D6 you think it will be ‘important fter the
war is over to help the children with these feelings that they have
and have them a way to tell those feelings to other people? Do you
think that will be part of getting well and getting better and mov-

in%/-l()fl? _ , o
N 's(.1 FiLrrovic. T don’t know. It's too many tragédies have *hap:
pened. N

Seniator MIKULSKI. Too much ‘to ask. What do you dréam:-about
now? You talked about how you would lie in bed and tliat was the
best part of the -day-and:'where you felt better ‘and ‘you would
dream: What dd you dream about now? -~ =~ . © - = R

‘Ms. FiLrovic: Well, now I'm usually not sleeping. I am almost
all the time thinking in the night. But when I sleep, I don’t dream
anything, which is strange, because all the time before I dream—
well, every night I dream something. But now, since we arrived
here, ’'m not sleeping or when I sleep I don’t dream anything. I
just feel like flying somewhere. It’s not a dream. I don’t know. I'm
not sleeping. : - ‘

Senator MIKULSKL I know, and I won’t hold on, but what’s your
dream of the heart? You know, you can dream when you sleep, but
I had a dream to be a lady senator. I didn’t dream it in my sleep,
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I dreamt it in my heart and thought about what I wanted to be.
I had a dream of the heart to be a social worker'and went. to school
tn become one.,What are your dreams ofithe heart?

Ms2 FiLpovic. - Well, my dream-is peace, peace everywhere. Not
only in- Sarajevo, in wholc world,.and ‘that all people,.all children,
love each. other: and. live. togéther aiid that all-ef them put.their
arms together and just play-together.and I -someﬁimes:.imaiihe- like
big sign.of peace -and.all the:.people which T love around:that sign
an_cll.they=-are happy, they’re smiling.. That’s my dream here. But in
rea lty—;-

Senator MIKULSKI. You know-what? That's my dream too. I think
we.all need to start-dreaming-together:

Thank. you very much.. _

Chairman. DECONCINI. Congresswoman DeLauro.

Ms.. DELAURO. Zlata, . you talked -about :your schoolmates and
your:classmates. Wereiyou able to go .to.school’and what happened
with our schoolin a_nr{_th_e schooling. of your. classmates?

Ms. Fivirovic. Well,:in the last.day in;the school, in the normal
school was April 3, 1992,

Ms.. DELAURO. April -3,-1992, was the:last day or school?

Ms. FiLpovic. Yes. And then:I didn’t ‘have school-one:year:. In
that one year; my school-is: destroyed.. Almost all’the childrén from
my class went out or a lot of them were: wounded. Someiof them
hardly, some:of them-easy."I-don’t know. My’ school: is".déstroyed.
I also have:somie thinigs-in:-school: I-den’t know what's happened
with .those. things:in my:desk: Then one year after, in.April -:1993,
they started.to :organize some school. But it wasn’t—usually before
the war we have 45 ‘minutes:of school; but this:was. half:an: hour.
In winger it was 15 minutes. I;don’t know. It’s just:to-eall it school,
but you can’t:-learn anything: And-then for four morths, you'must
finish: all iyear.: You. finished all:school year. But it’s like:-you-go-one
day and then you don’t go three days because: it’s: ddngereus, -and
one day-and then weekend. It ‘wasn’t school, it was just simitation
of schoolii Like :éverything what ‘happened: there, it’s just: imitation.

Ms. DELAURO:; What. was - your: feeling -about. that; of 'notz'b“ei-n%
able to go:te school,’ the feelings of your. classmatés.-about that?
Were you angry? Did people say they didn’t- want it, it was just:as
well ‘not-to be.:in-school?: What were g':odi'g.: own: feelings -about: not
oeing .able to be in:school and learning? i »¢ oo

-Ms. FiLeovic. Well, for'me, the school is: symbol of a normal life,
symbol of a'childheod to.go to:school, to get good or bad marks;-to
have .a friendat school, some kind of competition. in school. That's,
for me, typical normal life of one child. When they take.away:my
school, 1 said this really means something. This. means:that some-
body- really-change. They took my childhood, they took ‘my school.

Ms. DELAURO. Let me just-ask you, and it may be a little bit like
Senator Mikulski's question. What would you-like-to do? What
would you like to accomplish in your life? Have you thought about
that? You know, you dream about being things. What is it that you
want to do? Do you want to go back to Sarajevo? . - - ‘

Ms. FiLpovic. Well, I would like to go back, but not now. Now
it's still bad situation. But when it will be like it was, and I hope
it will be soon, I will for sure like to go back. I would just like to
have a normal life. That’s my dream, just to go to school and then
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maybe university and then maybe marned and have chlldren Just
normal-life.:

Ms. DELAURO. Do you thmk that for your classmates that some
of the hatred:that. exists-amongst-adults and bétwéen: the different
ethnic-groups, do you think -that-that has bcen -passed down to
yoursel?r or to.your.friends? The kind of hatred:that have been dlS—
played, is:that -being passed. down to young people today? - :

Ms. FiLrovic. Well; for me, ‘no. -But probably. As I sald there
are a:lot of children who lost’ their- parents, they lost their brothers,
sisters. They've seen terrible pictures of war. They have been ve
severely -wounded. They lost their. arms or legsi1 think those: chfiy
dren must hate. It’s understandable: Too much:evil :is' done and
they must hate. But I myself, I don’t hate anybedy, some spec1a1
ethnic group. I just hate.those bad. people who did- all:this: ~ '

~Ms. DELAURO. Zlata, I thank:you very, very much for: talkmg
with us: today. I wish for: fyou and'for. your: famlly and for the -chil-
dren of Sarajevo -a bright future. Thank you..

.Chairman DECoNcINL. Congressman Markey"

Mr. MARKEY. Thank you.

Have you: :been’ able to: telephone any of your tnends 1n SaraJevo
since you've come:to the Unitcd States?

- Ms: Firovic.. Well,.no; because: phone doesnt work

Mr. MARKEY. The: phones‘ don’t work? ..« . : ‘

Ms.. FiLrrovic. Phone -connections from outs1de An SaraJevo it
doesn’t work.. Only..sometime$ through: satellite phone. But some-
times ‘you can get it through Switzerland. ‘Sometimes you -can ‘get
Sarajevo. So, we talked: with them:maybe one or two:times: Also,
sometimes..we have received just one letter from them through
journalists ‘who - are ‘going to Sarajevo.- But it’s not’ enough We
would like:tothave a letter every:day and to talk every day. i -

Mr. MARKEY. So ‘the’ telecommumcatxons equlpment m Sarajevo
was largely-destroyed?-.. - -

Ms. FiLipovic. Oh, yes; because 2nd of May, 1992, the main post
office is burned. Until then; my flat didn’t have a phone.: My grand-
parents:and almost:ailthe people -don’t have phone there: . .

.Mr. MARKEY. -So many, members: of the:U.S.:Congress want to
send equipment to: Sara{evo so ‘that ‘there:can' be a telephone s
tem and that you and:all .of these who are refu ees would be ab
to call back in and to talk to their friends and their relatives. But
the United Nations says: that that’s not:humanitarian: So, we ean’t
send in that telecommunications equipment. What would you sa
to the United Nations: about ﬁhe rlghts of people to: be able to tall
in the middle of a war?: -

Ms. FiLipovic. It’s big: thmg for the peop]e For myself I would
like to talk every day with.my best friend, with my grandparents,
with my uncle.. I could speak with them two hours on the phone
because I miss them. So 1 want to talk with them, to be on the
phone with them.

Mr. MARKEY. So the Umted Nations is wrong, don’t you thmk
when they say that that’s not.humanitarian?

Ms. FiLipovic. Oh,.yes. Yes. I think—well, no, we should have
that connections. :

Mr. MARKEY. You should have that. I agree with you. We're
going to try to work to make that possible. I think that all of the
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people who have been forced outside of their own country ‘should
be able to talk to the people who are still there.

What about heating? What about electricity in Sarajevo? What's
" the cor;dltlons that exist nght now w1th regard to natural gas, elec-
tricity? .

Ms. FILIPOVIC There is no gas there is no electnclty now. They
can only, again, use like we did, some old furniture from the attic,
some old furniture which can still be used. Some it’s good furniture
but we have to burn it because we didn’t have anything else. We
didn’t have money," enough ‘money to buy the wood because ‘some
people sell the wood. -

So, still there are—I dont know.: They are trymg to use Just a
little bit of wood to heat and to try to make from nothing some-
thing; from just a little bit of wood to heat all the room and: to cook
lun " and to.make bread and to do. everythmg what they have to

Mr ‘MARKEY. So, the Serblans have cut off the energy gomg into
Sarajevo?

Ms. FiLPoviC. Yes, still.

Mr. MARKEY. Yes. Well, there’s a lot of people here who think
that the United Nations should cut off the energy going into Bel-
grade, which we could do through Hungary, so that they under-
stood exactly what was going on  in Sarajevo, the civilians in Bel-
grade. If they did, maybe they would understand the suffering . the
people in. Sarajevo have to endure because of the lack of heat and

electnmt - : _
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good lesson for them to understand and’ maybe they would turn the
eatlbr;ack on 1n51de of SaraJevo for those chlldren and those old
people?. .. .. . . _

Ms. FILIPOVIC. Well c1v111ans in Belgrade c1v111ans in Serbla
they didn’t cut off; only soldiers: cut off, those bad people. But civil-
ians, they agaln suffered. everywhere. ‘Civilians. always suffer and
normal people always suffer. -Children always suffered. Where :are
}hose bad people" They never suffer. They only make people to suf-
er. .
Mr. MARKEY.- So in- your opinien, you don’t thmk the ordmary
Serbian wants to have this war with Bosnia?

Ms. FiLpovic: I den’t think so. There are just some bad people
and some evil people and some-evil soldiers. .- .

- Mr.-MARKEY. OK. Well, my opinion is that the Umted -States-and
the United Nations: have to do a lot more and I think we have to
confront the Serbians more to make sure you have heat, that you
have telecommunications, that the civi]ians inside of your countr
are not made to suffer, I don’t think we’ve done enough and I thin
that your testimony here today helps to make that point all too
clear to us.

I just want to congratulate you because I don’t think we’re going
to have a more eloquent person who testifies before this Committee
all year long. You did a wonderful job. Thank you.

Ms. FiLpovic. Thank you.

I would like to say thank you for listening because you spend
now, I don’t know, an hour with Sarajevo and every moment spent
with Sarajevo means something to people there. It means that peo-
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ple here which can help them and you probably can help them. The
people think of them and it’s great what you have done because all
of you there also listened and thank you. = -

- Chairman DECONCINI: Zlata, can we ask Mr Smith to ask yon
some questions? He's the Rankmg member on the House for the
Commission.

Mr.: Smith? :

- Mr. SmITH. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman..

Zlata I have read -the Newsweek excerpts of your diary, and
watched some of the media coverage and now- have heared your
presentation. I can onlfl ay that you truly are-a-remarkably. brave
and articulate young lady. You have an insight and a maturity,
and I would also add a poise, that is far beyond your years. There
are: many who would aspire, even in adulthood, to.behave in suc¢h
a dl%mﬂed manner.-as you have today.-and- throughout this entlre
cruel war that you have experienced.

~ You blame politics for the problems in-Sarajevo and-Bosnia, and
I think you are right in doing so. Perhaps you yourself, when it is
time to rebuild Bosnia, might contemplate a.career in :politics so
that- individuals of your caliber can. help in the rebmldmg of ‘that
war- savaged country.:

~Zlata, 1 do have one basuc questlon In your search for answers
in-coping with ‘the evil that has been: thrust upon 'you, your family,
-and:_your friends; have:you and the others sought any solace, or
‘comfort, or perhaps answers in prayer?.

. Ms. FILIPOVIC Can you repeat? Excuse me,

‘Mr. SMITH In in coping with the daily agony of seeing friends
die, seeing people die, seeing-bombs fall on your neighborhood and
‘your-cit iave you and have others sought solace in prayerto God?

“Ms. FILIPOVIC. ‘Well, it was reality to die.. It: was. there, every: mo-
ment -everyone could: die. S0, you must:think ‘of it because it was
‘everywhere. Everyone- could: e: dead and s80. you also. 1 wasn’t
afraid to die. I'was more afraid.for my parents to die because when
I'm dead it’s finished, but when semebody close, it’s terrible. pain,
of course. I can’t describe it’ by. the words: what: pain it:is. I 'was
afraid for them. But for myself, I was just afraid to stay armless
or legless because it’s terrible because when you see or: look your-
self for your life like that. . -

I doi’t-know. We all think about 1t about staymg armless
legless, dying, because it was everywhere It'was reality. Every day
some: people died. Just every" time when you go outand where
somebody go out, you thmk it’s the last time when' we see each
ULIIBI' UBLdLIbe you never KUUW

Mr. SMITH. From where do you: denve that inner strength" Is it
from a sense of prayer? Are you able to overcome because of per-
spective onc hears when you see things from the spiritual realm?
Or, go you cope day to ay, feeling that whatever happens hap-
pens?

Ms. FiLreovic. Well, I think 1 had one strength, which my par-
ents put in me before and it's probably some kind of love. So, I use
that love because everywhere was hateness and everywhere was
evil and bad things. So, I used that love a little bit.

Mr. SMITH. Very nice.

Thank you very much and God bless you.
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- Chairman DECONCINI. Zlata, let me just ask one last question.
Do you plan to go back to Sarajevo? :

s. FiLpovic. Well, I would like to go back, but when it’s pos-
'sible to go back and when it’s possible to live there normal life be-
cause now they’re still bringing humanitarian aid. They still don’t
have water, electricity. So, i1t’s still bad situation. But 1 would like
because it’s my hometown. My bed-is there, my desk is there.

Chairman DECoONCINI. Mr. Eckart. Do you have any questions?
No, we have time, Mr. Eckart. :

Co-Chairman HOYER. Zlata, Mr. Eckart was our ambassador to
a conference on the human dimension, which dealt with how na-
tions deal with one another and politicians deal with people, very
human questions that you raise so well. So, he was our country’s
representative, in this case in. Warsaw, to a conference that talked
about some of the problems that you were experiencing firsthand.

Mr. EcCKART. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for extending
me this courtesy.

Zlata, why do you think thé war happened? What caused it?

Ms. FiLpovic. I think because some people wanted it to happen.
That’s how I can explain for me because just one day a few decide
to meet differences because people—because they're some different
religion or nationalities and they just wanted to make the war and
they made it. Some people, crazy people, but people which has
army which can do something bad if they wanted to.

Mr. EcKART. Thank you very much.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman DECONCINI. Thank you.

Zlata, thank you very much. We've had a lot of witnesses and
many of them have been outstanding people, some from. Sarajevo,
as a matter of fact, and other parts. og Bosnia-Hercegovina...l.just
want to tell you that you've been this most impressive one this
Senator has heard because you speak truly from the heart and the
experience of someone young. Often those of us of older years miss
some of those things that you have talked about in-the real sense.

We thank you for your testimony this morning. We thank you for
your willingness to be part of this process. We go through this proc-
ess so we can help other people to listen and to understand the
problems and maybe find some solutions. _

Congressman Hoyer and I do have a flag we want to give to you
anél we'll bring it down to you as our gratitude for your being here
to a :...\._u,-,.-.-. Mt T At s i na e

Mg Fivrovic. Thank you.

Chairman DECONCINI. The Commission will stand in recess.

[Whereupon, at 11:07 a.m., the Commission was adjourned.]
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562 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Statement of Senator Dennis DeConcini, Chairman

I would like to welcome everyone here to this, the most recent and unique-hearing of the
Helsinki Commission on the conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina. . Qur witness today is Zlata Filipovic,
-a-thirtgen year old girl from Sarajevo, whose diary of the war period has just been published here
in the United States.’

All too frequentiy, policy-makers and even the public look at warfare, aggression and
genocxde in-terms. of great powcr polmcs and stratcglc mtcrests

Through the mnocent unblased eyes of this young lady, howeyer, we come to realize e
horrible impact of the perpetual and senseless shelling of a peaceful and beautiful city on its multi-
ethnic. population. People whose.daily lives are subjected to the constant-threat of the.sniper’s
bullet and the need to find food, water, and safe; warm shelter; children whose childhood;is brutally
taken from them and replaced with horrors most of us.never experience in‘a lifetime; children, who,
instead of being taught the values of love toward one’s neighbor, are-shown; by | hideous example,
how ta hate and even kill -a fellow- buman: being because he’or.she is of différent: background or
relu:nnn

And, as we.iisten to Zlata’s story, we can only wonder why this-had to happen to the people
of Sarajevo and Bosnia-Herzegovina as a whole, and why it wasn’t stopped as soon as it became
-evident what was. going. to.happen.

Thank you, .Zléta, fo.r~ agreeing to be with us.this: morning,.and I look forward. to hearing
what .vou have to say.

(17
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Helsinki Commission Hearing on:

A CHILD’S LIFE IN SARAJEVO
Thursday, March 10, 1994
- 10:00 a.m: to 11:00 a.m.
562 Dxrksen Senate Otﬁce Building

Statement of Representatlve‘Steny H. Hoyer, Co-Chairman

I'would also like to thank you, Zlata Flhpov:c, for-agreeing.to appear at this hearing and to
welcome you to Washington, DC. From the press coverage you have received, everyone is very
impressed with your observations, your-maturity and your ability to express your views in English,
which is not your native language.

In her diary, Zlata’s surptise and inability to explain why'such a horrible conflict:came to her
home two years ago reflects, not her youthful naivete, but intelligence and understanding. Her story
reveals that tHis did not have to happen;.it:certainly was not inevitable. Her story reveals that the
constant bombardment of Sarajevo cannot be explained to the point that it becomes acceptable,
reasonable or justlﬁed As Chalrman DeConcini pomts out, it only makes us ask "Why""

I would also hke to pomt out something: which Zlata already knows. Not only is she smart
and mature; she is, in some respects, lucky. While she had to live through much of the siege of
Sarajevo, she survived it to the:point where she was able te leave. Other children did not survive
the siege, such as:the six -=:as young as 5 and old as 12 -- killed by a shell on January.22, when they
wrongfully feit the shelling:had slowed enough for:them to-do some slcdding'ivithout .much danger.
1,500 children’ are khown to'have been killed by shiélls and sniper fire atone in Sarajevo; 15,000 for
the besieged regions still under Bosnian:control. - Many of the' children that' did survive are. still
there.. ] mentioned at.our last hearing that the United Nations has:found that many of the children
of Sarajevo reveal passive suicidal tendencies, not caring to protect themselves because they feel
a sense of imminent donm anyway. While the threat to Sarajevo has recently been eased, hopefully
for good, these children will bear the emotional scars of the death and destruction which has
surrounded them for the rest-of their lives, not to mention the physical effects of malnutrition and
. a lack of medical care.

And these, my friends and colleagues, are those Bosnian children fortunate enough to have
been in Sarajevo. ' What ‘about the children today in Maglaj, in. Tuzla, in Gorazde? Some. of these
places have refugee populations well in excess of their original populations. In -all of:them, a
significant portion of the homes and buildings needed for shelter have been destroyed. Most of
these places are not getting any food or medical supplies because aid convoys continue to be
blocked.

‘We may be hopeful today that, with recent diplomatic efforts and increased NATO resolve,
this war might soon end. We camnnot forget, however, that it has yet to end for these children.
Zlata’s appearance here today, more than anything, reminds us that children are not Muslims, Serbs
or Croats; children are children. And I only hope and pray that those of Sarajevo and the rest of
Bosnia-Herzegovina will learn from their ordeal not to hate as well, but to develop instead the
tolerance and understanding needed to prevent this from happening -ever again.-
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STATEMENT OF CONGRESSMAN EDWARD J. MARKEY (D-MA)
COMMISSION ON SECURITY ‘AND COOPERATION IN'EUROPE
HEARING ON A CHILD’S LIFE IN-SARAJEVO

' MARCH 10, 1994

I first would'like to. thank Chairman DeConcini and Chairman Hoyer for holding this very
-important and unique hearing. I would also like to welcome Zlata. I bet when you wrote in
your diary almost three years ago, Zlata, that you were enjoying such a "public life," you
never imagined just how "public” your life and your words would ictually: become!* You are
really a brave young woman, and I want you to know that your courage and determination
are truly inspiring.

Zlata, you also recorded in your diary the shock you felt when you learned that such a
beautiful town like Dubrovnik was being completely destroyed by artillery shells. ‘When you
wrote that*you thought it/was nnpossxble that the.fighting would spread to'Sarajevo, I'think
you expressed.the disbelief many of us in the international community felt when we saw such
a cosmopohtan multi-ethnic city torn apart by war. After 23 months of bitter fighting; the
Serb guns ringing the hillsides surrounding the city are now silent. Still, although the United
Nations and NATO are engaged in trying to bring.all the parties to the negotiating tible, the
siege of Sarajevo persmts

Now that shells no longer rain down on the city, it is time to begin restoring to normal, as
best as we possibly can, the lives.of theresidents. of the Bosnidu capital, 1 wasshappy to-sée
a picture in the M&M yesterday of a trolley malcmg its way down the tracks in
Sarajevo for the first time in two years. It is time to repair the city’s gas lines and rebuild
water pipes so that the residents can begin the difficult process of putting their lives back
together. It’s time for boys and girls like: you; Zlata, to start studying up on biology and
math again, practicing for piano recitals, and eatmg pizza - although I must admit that the
ham, ketchup, and mushroom ‘pizza you describe in your dlary is abit. exouc for my:taste.

Iam pleased tha1 the U N S,ecunty Councxl voted tlns past Fnday 1o appomt a task force to
work on the dauntmg job of Testoring basic services in Sarajevo. I have-also-called on our
government and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to:suppoit the shipment
of telecommunications equipment into Sarajevo. Since the war started, the residents of
Sarajevo have been unable to call their loved ones abroad. This morning, I will be sending
letters to Secretary of State Warren Christopher and U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees
Sadako Ogata urging that they. recognize telecommunications equjpment as humanitarian aid
and ship it inito the city. I want to thank Chauman DeConcini and Chairman Hoyer, as well
.as my colleagues on the Commission. for. joining me. in this effort. It is-our hope that
Sarajevans will scon be able to call their relatives outside the city so that bonds severed 23
months ago can begm to be restored

I 1ook forward to your testlmony, Zlata T hope that if you haven’t done so already, you will
start work on a niew diary, and the next chapter will be bright, optimistic, and hopeful.
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OPENING-STATEMENT -
COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE
A CHILD'S LIFE IN. SARAJEVO -
WELCOMING ZLATA FILIPOVIC
MARCH 10, 1994

.CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH (4-NJ)

Mr. Chainman, we are indeed privileged 0. have Zlata Filipovic with us today. I

think that her presence here today is nothing short of a miracle.

The devastation and death ‘which has been mﬂrcted on. the people of Sa.rajevo--mdeed
all of Bosma-~has ended the hves of thousands of people young and old whose contrrbutlom
to the world wrll never be known But perhaps in death “they call usito a task wluch mrght
seem beyond our abﬂmes--to seek a lastmg peace where people of all ethmc backgrounds

cultures. and relxgrons w111 lwe s1de by sxde bulldmg a better world

Zlata and her parents are no 1onger threatened personally by the destructlon in’ Bosma-
-but it has forever changed their hves I am sure n:has also changed How they will forever
view the world:. Zlata’s Diary--her record of the war and het thonghts and’ perceptlons--

should certainly challenge.us.

Frou the first time portions of the diary became krown, the world sat up and took
notice of this young girl whose insights and passion belie her age. Quickly, she received
world attention. . She was being acclaimed as the "Anne Frank of Sarajevo." Newsweek

magazine said "she compared herself to Anne Frank.” But as I read her diary it was not
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Zlata, but others who gave her that name. Her response was simply, "That frightens me. I

don’t want to suffer her fate."

Mr. Chairman, Anne Frank’s diary became known to the world only after her death,
onty after the whole world knew of the atrocities of the Nazi extermination programs. It
serves as a reminder of one of the darkest moments in human history. Yet at the same time

it serves as message of hope--hope that it seems 6nly a child can offer at times such as that.

Zlata’s Qiary splcaks_ to us now yyhile the qtrocities of t.he, war in qunia continue. It
is not a reminder of things past, but é calt to respond,now, to the crisis. . Her voice speaks for
the thousands who are still besieged, who live with the fear that at any moment their world
will be torn apart. Shc is the living spirit of the children who have dxed and of those who

continue to suffer. She is a light of hope for those in Bosnia who each day lose hope.

Now that Zlata is safe, she hopefully no longer Has'to worry about suffering the fate
of Anne Frank But how many more e will if somethmg is not done? How traglc 1t would-be
if we only praise her for her literary achievement and fall to respond to the crisis which gave

birth to it.

Ziata, welcome. Thank you for speaking out so forcefully and bravely for your
fellow Bosnians and for all children. Thank you for reminding me of the obligations which I
“have to seek peace, security and justice. Andthank you for honoring us with your presence

here today.
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Thank vyou, Mr. Chairman{ri speak today on behalf of the
children of Bosnia Hercegovina, and the ‘many ‘American
humanitarian organizations who serve them. . My message:is an

urgent plea for help.

f ai Charles F. MaccCormack, President of Save the Children.
save the Children is an intefnational relief and community
@evglopment_Qgganiga;ion,yhiqh has been_ in the féref;qnt_gf
humanitarian efforts in some ?f the world’s most turbulent

conflicts, from Bosnia to Somalia.

It is not insignificant that 75 years ago, the international
save the Children movement was launched in response to the
suffering then of children in the Balkans, who were the innocent

victims of a Qifferent war in another time.

Working with communities in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Middle East and the United States
to make lasting, positive differences in the lives of disadvantaged children ' Rocycled Poper
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out of that beginning came:the original Declaration of the
Rights of the Child, a simple charter drafted by Save the
Cchildren’s founder and adopted first by the league of Nations in
1923 The Children’s Charter became the United Nations
Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1959 and in 1990 was
the cornerétone of the World Summit for Children énd the.

~ International Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The situation that Zlata Filipovic has faced will remind all
of us that the United States should sustain its traditional role,
of moral leader for the world through such acts as ratification
of the Righte.of the.Child. Zlata Filipovic reminde ue that
violence, wherever it ogcurs, denies children basié;huhan rights,
takes from them their precious and, irreplaceable.childhoods and

prevents them from learning.to love and to .live with one another.

I am particularly pleased to join zZlata today in giving voice
to the voiceless thousands of Croatian, Serb and Muslim children
caught in the crossfire of ‘the conflict that has enguiféd Bosnia-
Hercegovina and captured the-horrified attention of the entire
world. .I am deeply committed . to leading sSave. the Children.in
doing everything pessible to help these beleaguered people put an
end to the inganity and begin rebuilding their. lives and their

children’s future.
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I am also grateful for the opportunity to make a plea for more
direct U.S. humanitarian assistance for all®nongovernmental
organizations to operate programs to promote the rehabilitation

of society in Basnia Hercegovina and in Croatia.

Recent events suggest that somé sort of durable.truce may be
possible in thé near future. Making that truce hold and creating
conditions within which a peaceful settlement may be possible is
an extraordiﬁhry challenge. It i's also a remarkable opportunity

to which the international community should fully commit.

At the same u.... ___wWeVer, wé must beware liest the moment pass.
We believe that the United States, through the Agency for
Internaticnal Development can make a récognizableée differeﬁce over
the next few weeks in the evolution of events.in the former
Yugoslavia, if it acts decisively and expeditiously to support
programs that promote a return to normalcy and that initiate the

processes of healing and rehabilitation

There is a critical need to hasten the process of
reestablishing a civil society. “This can be done first by giving
attention and support to recreating a basic infrastructure:
public works and power gride, social services, educational
systems; commercial enterprise and market centers, and

demilitarized zones where agriculture can flourish once again.
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Let me share with you some of the specific keys to saving this

region from complete self-destruction.

Save the Children and many.other organizations are already at
work on the ground in Bosnia and Croatia. The process’ of
resuscitating the society could take off, now, if more resources
are provided to experienced, committed, proven humanitarian
brgan}zations, who in turn, can strengthen local institutions and

oryanizations.

I recently visited Croatia, where Save the Children is working
with Bosnian refugee children. My own observances and experiences
underscore the message in Zlata Filipovic’s experience. Children

should not be pawns in or victims of war.

What I saw there reminded me of other wars, other children.
Mozambique’s long and vicious civil war in particular. In an
attempt to-heal the terrible psychological and~309ia1 wounde
inflicted on children, espeécially child soldiers, Save the:

children began a very successful Children and War -initiative.

Through that initiativé we were able to help children cope’
with the traumas they had experienced and move beyond them. The
Mozambican program has been adopted by the national government,
and Save the children has replicated it in other areas of need.
It was clear to me that there was a need for such a program for

Bosnia’s children.
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In early September of 1993, Save the Children. began providing
psycho-social assistance to refugees and displaced children and
families living in collective centers and communities along the

northern Dalmatian coast of Croatia in the region of Sibenik.

A small project team, backed by a consultant trainer,
initiated a dialogue. with resident mothers in the fagility to.
identify ways }ﬁ which Save the Children might be able to assist
the community in reducing existing tensions and help them better
cope with their situation. The outcome of this dialogué was the
identification of the needs for structured educational_activities
for the younger children that might isolate them from -the

stresses within the community.h

Additionally, it was felt that such an intervention would help
in easing some of the stress -on their mothers by reducing some of
the supervisory burden from their shoulders, address their
concerns for their children’s future educational needs, and
provide them with some measure of peace in which they might be

better able to begin healing their own serious-emotional .wounds.

Pre-school teacher trainees were récruited from within the
community. Using curriculum developed initially from material
procured from other organizaiions, basic training was given in

classroom set-up, management, record keeping and lesson planning.
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The teachers 'and the community were asked to identify a space
that would méet established criteria for the .children’s safety.
Save the Children provided start-up supplies and play materials
after the classroom was set up. Children were registerea to
attend supervised classes five days a week for an.average of four

hour per: day.

When the first preschool center was organized:in a small town
whoselh@tel-held~1,000 refugees -- about-one-third.Bosnian .
Muslim, one-third Bosnian Croat and one~-third Croatians. forced.to
flee parts of their own country -- initial efforts to talk with
one groups wonld be met with screams from others. -Women working -
with Save the Children finally were ablé to.get Croatian and.
Muslim mothers to talk about the common needs of their:children,

many of whom had haen deprived of school for twe years:

One nine~year-old girl who brought home both the tragedy of
the war and the significance of programs like this one when she
said, in téars, that shé thought.she had forgotteén how. to read

and write:

The program.is now .expanding rapidly. As it has:moved up the
coast and encountered: more- communities which.-are. subiject to daily
shelling from the nearby Kyreenan Serb forces, the demand for

programming has increased.
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In these areas, the program has become increasingly involved
in supporting existing community efforts to.run educational

programs on their own.

This has included providing material and technical suppert to
existing schools, adding pre-school components, or simply linking
interested communities with existing efforts to facilitate
greater information exchanges. As the program moves into high
risk areas, sgreater attention is also being givén to ways of

improving security for school chiildren.

Besides-establishing pre-school programs, the project has spun
off other education—related;activities, including a first-day
orientation for first graders (as much to address the parents?’
fears as the children’s) and has provided organizational and
material support for parental supervised after-school homework

and study session for school-attending children.

Project team members reegularly collaborate with othei
voluntary agencies operating in the area, and this has helped to
1ink mothers with available psychological counseling programs;
having counseliing-staff»from other voluntary agencies provide
training‘to.te€chers in war stress awareness; and;incofporating
other voluntary agency personnel.into programs toiprovide

recreational -activities to children.

save the Children believes that it has developed a sound and
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éroven intervention in the long process of attempting to sooth
and heal emotional- problems that scar the thousands who have fled

the horror that Zlata and too many others have known so well for

so long.

The benéfits of Save the Children’s assistance program in -
Croatia are-not simply that. children-from refugee and displaced
families are given access to education. -Just as importantly,
children, and parentsbalike have been able to derive psychological

relief,

Callaborating with voluntary organizations in the area has
made it possible to link mothers to counseling programs. The
inability to escape froﬁ’the threat of war and the loss of-hope
have created'extraordinary‘anxiety. I.am pleased to report that
our program has helped to create a small island of caln for

children in which they can relive their memories of what

childhood -shéuld be.

While there have been many successful relief efforts
certainly -Zlata ‘Filipovie’s survival bears witnese to that
the sad reality is that’'the world community has pursued -a course
of action in Boshia that has -been 1esé-than effective intrescuing
many other children from the crossfire of this cruel war. Recent
tallies put the total number of people killed -- many of them

civilians -~ at 150,000.
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Press reports put the figure at 200,000 dead or missing. It

is especially sad that so many children who have survived will

never see their fathers again.

To quote from a recent study by Brown University and the
Refugee Policy Group, "Any report on humanitarian action by the
United Nations-in response -to the crisis in the former Yugoslavia

is an analysis of a house divided against itself."

There can be no question that the issues surrounding “the
conflict in the former Yugoslavia -- and the world’s response -
- are complex and demand to be addressed fully.. Yet there can be
no alternative to redoubling efforts to protect innpcent
civilians,'especially childréh, from the carnage of war, nor to
committing'resoufces~over the long-term to ensuring a return to

peace.

Over the next few months. we expect that thousands of refugees
and~displaéed“will'be-coming from Bosnia-HercegoVina; And. despite
the positive signs of a truce, the sources of tensions will
remain and many thousands of children will still be in great need
of educational support. Once again,. I would emphasiée,that the
United States has a~uniqu¢uopportunity to-act_quickiy and

effectively. I would urge you not to let it pass.

Thank you.

77-754 (36)



