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April 16, 2004

TheHonorableCohnL. Powell
Secretaryof State
Departmentof State
Washington,DC 20520

DearSecretaryPowell:

We are writing to expressour appreciationfor your leadershipand support of efforts
within the Organizationfor Security and Cooperationin Europe (OSCIE) to combat anti-
Semitismandintolerance.We believethework underwayin theOSCEandwith its participating
Statesis truly historic: for the first time, all membershaverepeatedlydenouncedanti-Semitism
and pledgedto take action. In addition, as you know, participating Stateshave decidedto
convenea special OSCEconferencein Berlin on April 27-28 to discussstrategieson how to
moreeffectivelycombatanti-Semitismin theOSCEregion.

As membersof the official U.S. delegationto theBerlin Conference,werespectfullyask
that you join us for themeeting. Your presencein Berlin would underscorethe commitmentof
theUnitedStatesto fight anti-Semitism,while alsoencouragingotherparticipatingStatesto send
delegationsofthehighestlevel. Yourparticipationwill complementthe leadershipofMayorEd
Koch,whoseexpertiseandenergymakehim an excellentheadofdelegation.

We also raise our concernabout reportedefforts by the MediterraneanPartnersfor
Cooperation(Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco,and Jordan)to block a referenceto the Stateof
Israel in the conferencedeclaration,which is currently under discussionin Vienna. The
Egyptian Embassyin Vienna apparentlyled the move, and the MediterraneanPartnersare
threateningto diminish or withdraw theirparticipationin OSCEif sucha statementis included.
Any actionthat evenhintsat giving theseStatesarole in draftingan OSCEdocument,let alonea
veto,wouldbecompletelyunacceptablegiventheirPartnerstatus.

Mr. Secretary,again we greatly value your personal commitment to denounceand
combatanti-Semitismandintolerance,whereverit mayoccur. Yourpersonalparticipationin the
Berlin Conferencewould underscoreU.S. leadershipin this effort, highlight U.S.-German
cooperationin combatinganti-Semitism,andenhancethevisibility of this historicmeeting.

Sincerely,

BenjaminL. Cardin,M.C. ChristopherH. Smith,M.C.
Commissioner Chairman


