
France Noire – Black France: 
The Poetics and Politics of Blackness  

June 6-7, 2008 - Paris, France 
http://history.berkeley.edu/faculty/Stovall/conference/  

 
Conveners: 

:  Tyler Stovall, Trica Danielle Keaton, Marcus Bruce 
 

Keynote Address: Friday, June 6, 2008 - 17h00 –18h00 
Madame Christiane Taubira 

Member of Parliament  
Députée de Guyane 

 
Conference Location: 

Columbia University Institute for Scholars 
Reid Hall 

4 rue de Chevreuse 
75006 Paris 

Metro: Montparnasse 
For more information, please contact the conveners: 

tstovall@berkeley.edu; tkeaton@umn.edu; mbruce@bates.edu 
 
 

Friday, June 6, 2008 
10h00 – 12h00 
Theme: Black Ontology in Formation 
Hortense Spillers – Vanderbilt University   
"The Idea of Black Culture"  
 
Elisabeth Boy - Stanford University 
“Identité problématique et identitification productive” 
 
Arlette Frund – Université François Rabelais, Tours  
“Site-ing Black France: discourses and the making of identities" 
 
Michelle Wright – University of Minnesota, Twin Cities    
“Reconsidering Paris: The Physics of Blackness in the Postwar Era” 
 
Brent Edwards – Columbia University    
“The Unheard Voice of Black Paris” 
 
Allison Blakely – Boston University 
"Black Identity in France in a European Perspective" 
 
Chair: Trica Danielle Keaton – University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 
 
12h00-13h45 Lunch 
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14h00-16h00  
Theme: Black France: Presence, Protest, and Prosperity 
Abiola Irele – Harvard University    
"Black France in the Thirties" 
 
Gary Wilder - Pomona College 
Negritude and Decolonization 
 
Marcus Bruce – Bates University 
"The New Negro in Paris: Booker T. Washington, The Paris Exposition of 1900, and The 
American Negro Exhibit" 
 
Jennifer Boittin- Pennsylvania State University    
"The Militant Black Men of Marseille and Paris during the Interwar Years" 
 
Tracy Sharpley-Whiting- Vanderbilt University  
“Bricktop's Paris: African American Women Expatriates in the Jazz Age” 
 
Bennetta Jules-Rosette – University of California, San Diego    
"Reflections on the Future of Black Paris: Hues of the Rainbow in a Global Village." 
 
Chair: Denis-Constant Martin -  Université de Bordeaux 
 
17h00 –18h00 
Keynote Address 
Christiane Taubira 
 
18h30-19h30  
Opening Reception 
 
Saturday, June 7, 2008 
Theme: The Social Significance of Race, Racialization, and Racism 
10h00-12h00 
Mamadou Diouf – Columbia University  
TBA 
 
Eric Fassin – Ecole Normale Supérieure 
France in Black and White? The Emergence of Racial Categories in the Color-Blind Republic" 
 
Tyler Stovall – University of California, Berkeley 
TBA 
 
Jean-Paul Rocchi - Université de Paris VII  
"Frantz Fanon, the Masquerade of (Anti) Racism, and the Discipline of Jouissance - A Reading of 
Conservatism" 
 
Patrick Lozès – Conseil Repréntatif des Associations Noires (le CRAN) 
TBA 
 
Rémy Bazenguissa-Ganga - Centre d'études africaines 
(Invited)  
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Chair: Ramon Grosfoguel - University of California, Berkeley 
 
12h00-13h45 – Lunch 
 
14h00-16h00 
Theme: Black Exclusion - Black Belonging: Contemporary Questions and Dilemmas 
Fred Constant - Université de la Guyane  
“Black France and the debate over 'discriminations positives” 
 
 Dominic Thomas – University of California, Los Angeles  
“BLACK FRANCE: Immigration and National Identity” 
 
Veronique Helenon - Florida International University    
“Poetics of Hip Hop” 
 
Michel Giraud - École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales 
“Memory of Slavery among the French Antilleans: Silence or Amnesia” 
 
Fatimata Wane-Sagna - Journaliste à France 24 Chaîne d'actualité internationale 
" La question noire dans les médias en France depuis les émeutes en 
banlieue de 2005" 
 
Chair: James Cohen - Université de Paris VII 
 
16h00-18h00 
Theme: Black France: The Writers’ Landscape 
Daniel Maximin: Award-Winning Novelist, Poet, and Essayist 
TBA 
 
Alain Mabanckou :  Award-Winning Novelist, Professor- The University of California-Los 
Angeles (UCLA) 
 
Barbara-Chase Riboud: Award-Winning Novelist and Artist 
 
Simon Njami: Award-Wining Novelist, Art Critic, and Curator 
 
Jake Lamar: Award-Winning Novelist 
  
Chair: Geneviève Fabre - Université de Paris VII, Director of the Center of African American 
Research. 
 
18h30-20h00 – Closing Reception 
 


